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Balkan Wars 1912-13: Prelude to WWI
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Serbia hoped to absorb
all the Slavs on the
Balkan peninsula.

Russia, a slavic
nation, supported Serbia
nationalism.

Austria, which feared
rebellion among the
slavic population, felt
threatened by Serbia's
growth.

And Russia and Austria-
Hungary wanted the
Balkans as their sphere
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Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo
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The spark that set the war off
was the assassination of the
heir to the Austrian Empire
(Archduke Franz Ferdinand) by
a Serbian national. Austria
declared war on Serbia as a
result.

Serbia was an ally of

Russia. When Russia declared
war on Austria-Hungary, the
Triple Alliance and Triple
Entente kicked in, bringing the
entire continent to war.



_‘ / Fr‘!n| z Ferdinand in Sarajevo
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June 28 Archduke Franz Ferdinand assassinated

July 28 Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia
Russia mobilizes
The Netherlands declare neutrality
Aug 1l Germany declares war on Russia
Italy declares neutrality
Denmark declares neutrality
Germany and Ottoman Empire sign
secret alliance treaty
Aug 3 Germany declares war on France
Switzerland declares neutrality
Aug4 Germany invades Belgium
UK declares war on Germany
USA declares neutrality
Aug 6 Austria-Hungary declares war on Russia
Serbia declares war on Germany
g Aug 11  France declares war on Austria-Hungary
“‘ Aug 12 UK declares war on Austria-Hungary
' Aug 23 Japan declares war on Germany

FRANCE ‘ AUSTRIA . g - .
e WUNGAR == Aug 25 Japan declares war on Austria-Hungary
') | Aug 28 Austria-Hungary declares war on Belgium
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Wednesday, August 3, 1814 The Beat Source of News >

WAR DECLARED BY ALL

AUSTRIA DECLARES WAR ON SERBIA DECLARES WAR ON
GERMANY DECLARES WAR ON FRANCE DECLARES WAR ON
TURKEY DECLARES WAR ON RUSSIA DECLARES WAR ON
BULGARIA DECLARES WAR ON BRITAIN
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Strong and true, our brave young
Stand until our enemies are defeated
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o Weir s Irigvitaigle
> We CGair) Wir)
> The War Will Be Shiort
> Victory Will Go to the Attacker

> Lossas Wil Be rleavy
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SIIENERIaNIASSUmMptions
will be captured largely intact.
)le to attack until their mobilization

e to sustain a high speed of advance.

*The French will be unable to switch forces from Alsace-
Lorraine to counter the right wing.




dihe War: of Plans, 1914

ghihe Schlieffen Plan

niy,German war plan
3ased on “win-hold-win” strategy
s AImed to destroy French Army in 6 weeks

» \iolating Belgian neutrality, ensured British
Intervention

» Demanded heroic marching performance
from the right-wing armies

» Severely strained C3 (Command, Control,
Communication), logistics
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o EXhaustion offammunition
» [Density of forces

» |_ethality of Weapons

e LLimited heavy artillery

» No assailable flanks

» All war plans failed
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0f Perspective

ERENGHINIE EXG EAti ST (KIA/DOW) from
thens e sshavonihs of wwi: 494,000

NOVAITAmeEncan battie deaths in the 201" Century:

Span American \War 385
Phil Insurrection 1,004
WWI 53,404
WWII 291,557
Korea 33,651
Vietham 47,364

Desert Storm 148

Source: Millet & Maslowski , For the Common Defense




THE INDIRECT APPROACH
WHY GO THRU THE TRENCHES AT ALL?

OTHER MEANS

« GALLIPOLI _
* SALONIKA, Greece R I T
* ITALY? ECONOMIC WARFARE
« BLOCKADE
« U-BOAT OFFENSIVE
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AEGEAN SEA Gallipoli Campaign
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Lemnos is 80 km 25 APR 1915

/south-west of Cape Helles

9 JAN 1916

Each side

~57,000 KIA
Knock the Ottomans out of the war

Open supply route to Russia ~130,000
Start a new front that was not stalemated in the trenchs Wounded/POW-MIA

RESULT: None of the above
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wmsmmm £ astern front at bugioning
of German drive

o mum Fastorn front at close
of 1915

—— 0t ernational boundaries

Eastern Front

Russia mobilizes faster than
expected.

Battle of Tannenberg, Aug.
26-30, 1914

Decisive German victory.
Russia: 78,000 casualties
92,000 POW (74% of army)

Germans speak of avenging
“Tannenberg” defeat of
Teutonic Knights in 1410

Germans focus on this front
in 1915 as a war of manuver
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Technological Innovations 1914-1917

Mobile Fire Power

Chemical
Weapons

v




Air warfare
Tanks (Infantry Fighting Vehicle)
Photographic intelligence

Anti-aircraft guns

logy

Improved

Machine Gun
Artillery
Grenades
Trench warfare
Railroad

Motorized trucks




7 May 1915

ki' | Tlye New York Thmes. [2XTRA

LUSITANIA SUNK BY A SUBMARINE, PROBABLY 15 260 DEAD
TWICE TORPEDOED OFF IRISH COAST; SINKS IN15 MINUTES
CAPT. TURNER SAVED, FROHMAN AND VANDERBILT MISSING;
WASHING TON BELIEVES THA T A GRA VE CRISIS IS AT HAND
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 NOTICE! |
i TRAVELLERS iantending to;
‘embark on the Aflantic voyage!:
‘are reminded that a state of’
war exists betwern Germany

and herallies and Great Britain
and her aliies; that the'zone of
wer jncludes the waters sdia-

cent to the British Isles; that,

in accordance with formal no-:
tlee given by the Jroperial Ger-!
man Goverament, vessels flying:
the flag of Great Britain. or of:
any of her ap liable to;
destruction iu th ¢ :
thhat travelier
®ar zone o5 G
Britain or her ¢ A s do sp 9.1
their own risk,

IMPERIAL GERMAN EM 3ASSY

S TE AESIO - e o o

28 Jan 1915

Few Cabie Ponmtges

WASIUNGTON, D, €, arniL o1 161,

3

1,191 (of 1,962) passengers and crew
lost their lives. 128 were Americans.

SV William P. Frye was stopped by
German cruiser off coast of Brazil.
~ 1t US ship to be sunk.
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