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NEW DATES

Feb. 18 Online Quiz ïCh. 18-B

Feb. 21 Article Two (Ch. 18b-21) Approval

Feb. 21 Online Quiz ïCh. 19

Feb. 28 Article Review Two Due

March 2 Online Quiz ïCh. 20 & 21

March 5-9 Spring Break ïSpring Break

March 14 Exam Two





Système International 

d'unités



1586 - Simon Stevin    

ñDe Thiende (the 10th)

1668 ïJohn Wilkins 

Royal Society

1791 - French 

ñpure reasonò

1799 - ñfor all men,           

for all timeò

Metric System



Standardization



Decimal Time
5 October 1793

French Republican 

Calendar

New Year - autumnal equinox

12 months of 30 days

10 days in ñweekò(decades)

5 extra days at the end of each 

year were national holidays

Abolished by Napoleon 1 Jan 

1806

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/65/Calendrier-republicain-debucourt2.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/65/Calendrier-republicain-debucourt2.jpg


Decimal Time
5 October 1793

Autumn:

Vendémiaire ("grape harvest")

Brumaire ("fog")

Frimaire ("frost")

Winter: 

Nivôse ("snow")

Pluviôse ("rain")

Ventôse ("wind")

Spring: 

Germinal ("germination")

Floréal ("flowering")

Prairial ("pasture")

Summer:

Messidor ("harvest")

Thermidor ("heat")

Fructidor ("fruit")

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/65/Calendrier-republicain-debucourt2.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/65/Calendrier-republicain-debucourt2.jpg


A Ten Hour Day

100 seconds = 1 minute

100 minutes = 1 hour

10 hours = 1 day

Suspended 7 April 1795

Decimal Time
5 October 1793

86,400 sec/day

vs

100,000 ñsecò/day

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bb/Horloge-republicaine1.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bb/Horloge-republicaine1.jpg


Optical Telegraph

1793 ïClaude Chappe

27 word message

3 stations/20 miles    11 

minutes

1794 ï15 stations   130 

miles

1830s ï1,000 stations

8,000 miles
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From Corsica to Paris

Corsica (just barely French)

2LT (commissioned 1785)

LTC Corsican volunteers (1791)

CPT French Army (1792)

BG  Siege of Toulon (1793)

ñWhiff of Grapeshotò (1795)

Italian Campaign (1797)

Egyptian Campaign (1798)
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Napoleone di Buonaparte



18 Brumaire year VIII 
(November 9, 1799)

coup d'état 

(French: coup[stroke] dô [of] État [state])

Military strength

Coup within a coup

Apathetic population
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Napoleon Bonaparte



First Consul 
(December, 1799)

Life Consul
(August, 1802)

Emperor
(May, 1804)
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ñBetter not to have been 

born than to live without 

glory.ò 

- Napoleon Bonaparte

His Imperial and Royal Majesty Napoleon the First, By the Grace of God and the 

Constitutions of the Republic, Emperor of the French, King of Italy, Protector of 

the Confederation of the Rhine, Mediator of the Helvetic Confederation.
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Josephine de 

Beauharnais
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