B - v/iTCHCRAFT TRIAL IN FRANCE

PERSECUTIONS FOR WITCHCRAFT reached their —Says that she denies everything she has said, . . . . Feeling

high point in the sixteenth and seventeenth herself being strapped down, says that she is not a witch, . . .
centuries, when tens of thousands of people were brought to and being a little stretched [on the rack] screams ceaselessly
trial. In this excerpt from the minutes of a trial in France in that she is not a witch.
1652, we can see why the accused witch stood little chance of Asked if she did not confess that she had been a witch for
exonerating herself. twenty-six years.

—Says that she said it, that she retracts it, crying that she is

The Trial of Suzanne Gaudry not a witch. . .
28 May, 1652. . .. Interrogation of Suzanne Gaudry, prisoner The mark having been probed by the officer, . . . it was
at the court of Rieux. . . . [During interrogations on May 28 adjudged by the aforesaid doctor and officer truly to be the
and May 29, the prisoner confessed to a number of activities mark of the devil.
involving the devil.] Being more tightly stretched upon the torture rack, urged

to maintain her confessions.
Said that it was true that she is a witch . . . Asked how

Deliberation of the Court

The undersigned advocates of the Court have seen these long she has been in subjugation to the devil.
interrogations and answers. They say that the aforementioned ~—Answers that it was twenty years ago that the devil
Suzanne Gaudry confesses that she is a witch, that she had appeared to her, being in her lodgings in the form of a man
given herself to the devil, that she had renounced God, Lent, dressed in a little cowhide and black breeches. . . .

and baptism, that she has been marked on the shoulder, that

she has cohabited with the devil and that she has been to the Verdict

dances,. .. . July 9, 1652. In the light of the interrogations, answers,

and investigations made into the charge against Suzanne
Third Interrogation, June 27 Gaudry, ... seeing by her own confessions that she is said

This prisoner being led into the chamber, she was examined to  to have made a pact with the devil, received the mark from

know if things were not as she had said and confessed at the him, ... and that following this, she . .. had let herself be
beginning of her imprisonment. known carnally by him, in which she received satisfaction.
—Answers no, and that what she has said was done so by Also, seeing that she is said to have been a part of nocturnal
force. carols and dances.
Pressed to say the truth, that otherwise she would be For expiation of which the advice of the undersigned
subjected to torture . . is that the office of Rieux can legitimately condemn the
—Answers that she is not a witch. . . aforesaid Suzanne Gaudry to death, tying her to a gallows, and
She was placed in the hands of the officer in charge of strangling her to death, then burning her body and burying it
torture . . here in the environs of the woods.
The Torture Why were women, particularly older women, especially
On this same day, being at the place of torture. to of w aft? What “proofs” are
This prisoner, before being strapped down, was offered here that Suzanne Gaudry had consorted with the
admonished to maintain herself in her first confessions. . .. devil? What does Ih!s account tell us about the spread of

witchcraft persecutions in the seventeenth century?

irom Witcheraft in Europe, 1100-1700: A Documentary History by Alan Kors and Edward Peters, pp. 266-275. Copyright © 1972 by The University of
ania Press.

witchcraft, and second, that women accused other women of That women should be the chief victims of witchcraft
witcherafit. These scholars believe that people in the sixteenth  trials was hardly accidental. Nicholas Rémy (nee-koh-LAH
and seventeenth centuries believed in witchcraft as a constant ray-MEE), a witchcraft judge in France in the 1590s, found it

threat in their society. “not unreasonable that this scum of humanity, i.e., witches,
Despite scholarly differences about the nature of the witch should be drawn chiefly from the feminine sex.” To another
hunts, there is no doubt that women were the primary victims.  judge, it came as no surprise that witches would confess to

Current estimates are that there were 100,000 to 110,000 witch sexual experiences with Satan: “The Devil uses them so,
trials between 1450 and 1750 with about 50 percent of the trials ~ because he knows that women love carnal pleasures, and
leading to executions. Of those executed, 75 to 80 percent were he means to bind them to his allegiance by such agreeable
women, many of them older women. provocations.”
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By the mid-seventeenth century, the witcheraf hysteria
had begun to subside. As governments grew stronger, fewer
magistrates were willing to accept the unsettling and divisive
conditions generated by the trials of witches. Moreover, by the
end of the seventeenth century and the beginning of the eigh-
teenth, more and more people were questioning their old atti-
tudes toward religion and found it especially contrary to reason
to believe in the old view of a world haunted by evil spirits.

Economic Trends in the Seventeenth Century In the course of
the seventeenth century, new economic trends also emerged.
Mercantilism is the name historians apply to the economic
practices of the seventeenth century. According to the mercan-
tilists, the prosperity of a nation depended on a plentiful supply
of bullion (gold and silver). For this reason, it was desirable to
achieve a favorable balance of trade in which goods exported
were of greater value than those imported, promoting an
influx of gold and silver payments that would increase the
quantity of bullion. Furthermore, to encourage exports, gov-
ernments should stimulate and protect export industries and
trade by granting trade lies, encouraging

in new industries through subsidies, importing foreign arti-
sans, and improving transportation systems by building roads,
bridges, and canals. By imposing high tariffs on foreign goods,
they could reduce imports and prevent them from competing
with domestic industries. Colonies were also deemed valuable
as sources of raw materials and markets for finished goods.

Mercantilist theory on the role of colonies was matched in
practice by Europe’s overseas expansion. With the development
of colonies and trading posts in the Americas and the East,
Europeans embarked on an adventure in international com-
merce in the seventeenth century. Although some historians
speak of a nascent world economy, we should remember that
local, regional, and intra-European trade still predominated.
At the end of the seventeenth century, for example, English
imports totaled 360,000 tons, but only 5,000 tons came from
the East Indies. What made the transoceanic trade rewarding,
however, was not the volume but the value of its goods. Dutch,
English, and French merchants were bringing back products
that were still consumed largely by the wealthy but were begin-
ning to make their way into the lives of artisans and merchants.
Pepper and spices from the Indies, West Indian and Brazilian
sugar, and Asian coffee and tea were becoming more readily
available to European consumers.

‘The commercial expansion of the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries was made easier by new forms of commercial organi-
zation, especially the joint-stock company. Individuals bought
shares in a company and received dividends on their investment
while a board of directors ran the company and made the im-
portant business decisions. The return on investments could
be spectacular. During its first ten years, investors received
30 percent annually on their money from the Dutch East India
Company, which opened the Spice Islands and Southeast Asia
to Dutch activity. The joint-stock company made it easier to
raise large amounts of capital for world trading ventures.

Despite the growth of commercial capitalism, most of the
European economy still depended on an agricultural system
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that had experienced few changes since the thirteenth cen-
tury. At least 80 percent of Europeans still worked on the land.
Almost all of the peasants in western Europe were free of
serfdom, although many still owed a variety of feudal dues to
the nobility. Despite the expanding markets and rising prices,
European peasants saw little or no improvement in their lot as
they faced increased rents and fees and higher taxes imposed
by the state.

15-2c Seventeenth-Century Crises:

Revolution and War

During the first half of the seventeenth century, a series of re-
bellions and civil wars rocked the domestic stability of many
European governments. A devastating war that affected much
of Europe also added to the sense of crisis.

The Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648) The Thirty Years’ War
began in 1618 in the Germanic lands of the Holy Roman Em-
pire as a struggle between Catholic forces, led by the Habsburg
Holy Roman Emperors, and Protestant—primarily Calvinist—
nobles in Bohemia who rebelled against Habsburg authority
(see Map 15.2). What began as a struggle over religious issues
soon became a wider conflict perpetuated by political motiva-
tions as both minor and major European powers—Denmark,
Sweden, France, and Spain—entered the war. The competition
for European leadership between the Bourbon dynasty of
France and the Habsburg dynasties of Spain and the Holy Ro-
man Empire was an especially important factor. Nevertheless,
most of the battles were fought on German soil, with consid-
erable damage. The Thirty Years' War was undoubtedly the
most destructive conflict Europe had yet experienced (see “The
Destruction of Magdeburg in the Thirty Years’ War,” p. 438).

The war in Germany was officially ended in 1648 by the
Peace of Westphalia, which proclaimed that all German states,
including the Calvinist ones, were free to determine their own
religion. The major contenders gained new territories, and
France emerged as the dominant nation in Europe. The more
than three hundred entities that made up the Holy Roman Em-
pire were recognized as independent states, and each was given
the power to conduct its own foreign policy; this brought an
end to the Holy Roman Empire and ensured German disunity
for another two hundred years. The Peace of Westphalia made
it clear that political motives, not religious convictions, had be-
come the guiding force in public affairs

STORIAN

Was There A Military Revolution? By the
DEBATE

seventeenth century, war played an increas-
ingly important role in European affairs. Military power was
considered essential to a ruler’s reputation and power; thus, the
pressure to build an effective military machine was intense.

Some historians believe that the changes that occurred in the
science of warfare between 1560 and 1650 warranted the title
of military revolution.

Medieval warfare, with its mounted knights and supple-
mentary archers, had been transformed in the Renaissance by
the employment of infantry armed with pikes and halberds
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Map 15.2 Eurape in the Seventeenth Century. This map shows Europe at the time of the Thirty Years' War (1618-1648).
Although the struggle began in Bohemia and much of the fighting took place in the Germanic lands of the Holy Roman
Empire, the conflict became a Europe-wide struggle. Compare this map with Map 15.1 (Section 15-1e, p. 431).

@ Which countries engaged in the war were predominantly Protestant, which were Catholic, and which were mixed?

(long handled weapons combining an axe with a spike) and ar-
ranged in massed
The use of

known as sq ort
rearms required adjustments to the size and shape

of the massed infantry and made the cavalry less effective.

It was Gustavus Adolphus (goo-STAY-vus uh-DAHL-fuss), the
King of Sweden (1611-1632), who developed the first standing
army of conscripts, notable for the flexibility of its tactics. The
infantry brigades of Gustavus’s army were composed of equal
numbers of musketeers and pikemen, standing six men deep.
They employed the salvo, in which all rows of the infantry fired
at once instead of row by row. These salvos of fire, which cut
up the massed ranks of the opposing infantry squadrons, were
followed by a pike charge, giving the infantry a primarily of
fensive deployment. Gustavus also used his cavalry in a more
mobile fashion. After shooting a pistol volley, they charged the
enemy with their swords. Additional flexibility was obtained by

using lighter artillery pieces that were more easily moved dur
ing battle. All of these innovations required coordination, care-
ful training, and better discipline, forcing rulers to move away
from undisciplined mercenary forces. Naturally, the success of
Gustavus Adolphus led to imitation

Some historians have questioned the use of the phrase
“military revolution” to describe the military changes from
1560 to 1660, arguing instead that military developments were
gradual. In any case, for the rest of the seventeenth century,
warfare continued to change. Standing armies, based partly on
conscription, grew ever larger and more expensive. Standing
armies necessitated better-disciplined and better-trained sol-
diers and led to the education of officers in military schools
Armies also introduced the use of linear rather than square
formations to provide greater flexibility and mobility in tactics.
There was also an increased use of firearms as the musket with
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AFTER KING GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS OF
LU SWEDEN entered the war, he was finally joined

by German Protestant forces after the fall of the Protestant city

of Magdeburg to the imperial forces. In the following excerpt, a

writer of this period gives a vivid description of what happened to
Magdeburg and its inhabitants.

An Account of the Destruction of Magdeburg

“Thus it came about that the city and all its inhabitants fell into
the hands of the enemy, whose violence and cruelty were

due in part to their common hatred of the adherents of the
Augsburg Confession [Lutherans], and in part to their being
embittered by the chain shot which had been fired at them
and by the derision and insults that the Magdeburgers had
heaped upon them from the ramparts.

‘Then was there naught but beating and burning,
plundering, torture, and murder. Most especially was every
one of the enemy bent on securing much booty. When a
marauding party entered a house, if its master had anything
to give he might thereby purchase respite and protection for
himself and his family till the next man, who also wanted
something should come along, It was only when everything
had been brought forth and there was nothing left to give
that the real trouble commenced. Then, what with blows and
threats of shooting, stabbing, and hanging, the poor people
were so terrified that if they had had anything left they would
have brought it forth if it had been buried in the earth or
hidden away in a thousand castles. In this frenzied rage, the
great and splendid city that had stood like a fair princess in
the land was now, in its hour of direct need and unutterable

_ THE DESTRUCTION OF MAGDEBURG IN THE THIRTY YEARS’ WAR

distress and woe, given over to the flames, and thousands of
innocent men, women, and children, in the midst of a horrible
din of heartrending shrieks and cries, were tortured and put to
death in so cruel and shameful a manner that no words would
suffice to describe, nor no tears to bewail it . .

Thus, in a single day this noble and famous city, the pride
of the whole country, went up in fire and smoke; and the
remnant of its citizens, with their wives and children, were
taken prisoner and driven away by the enemy with a noise of
weeping and wailing that could be heard from afar, while the
cinders and ashes from the town were carried by the wind
to ... distant places . . .

In addition to all this, quantities of sumptuous and
irreplaceable house furnishings and movable property of all
kinds, such as books, manuscripts, paintings, memorials of all
sorts . .. which money could not buy, were either burned or
carried away by the soldiers as booty. The most magnificent
garments, hangings, silk stuffs, gold and silver lace, linen of all
sorts, and other houschold goods were bought by the army
sutlers for a mere song and peddled about by the cart load all
throughout the archbishopric of Magdeburg. . . . Gold chains
and rings, jewels, and every kind of gold and silver utensils
were to be bought from the common soldiers for a tenth of
their real value . . .

What does this document reveal about the effect of war on
ordinary Europeans? Compare this description with the
descriptions of the treatment of civilians in other wars.
Does this author exaggerate, or is this description similar to
the others?

Source: James Harvey Robinson, Readings in European History, Vol. 2 (Boston: Ginn and Company, 1906), pp. 211-212.

attached bayonet increasingly replaced the pike in the ranks of
the infantry. A naval arms race in the seventeenth century led
to more and bigger warships or capital ships known as “ships
of the line.”

Europe in Crisis, 1560-1650;
Key Events
Reign of Philip |1 1556-1598
French Wars of Religion 1562-1598
Outbreak of revolt in the Netherlands 1566
Defeat of the Spanish armada 1588
Edict of Nantes 1598
Truce between Spain and the Netherlands 1609-1621
Thirty Years' War 1618-1648
Peace of Westphalia 1648
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Larger armies and navies could be maintained only by levying
heavier taxes, making war a greater economic burden and an ever
more important part of the early modern European state. The
creation of large bureaucracies to supervise the military resources
of the state led to growth in the power of state governments.

15-3 RESPONSE TO CRISIS:
THE PRACTICE OF ABSOLUTISM

Frer

f%fg Focus Question: What was absolutism, and what

"’ were the main characteristics of the absolute
monarchies that emerged in France, Prussia,
Austria, and Russia?

Many people responded to the crises of the seventeenth cen-
tury by searching for order. An increase in monarchical power
became an obvious means for achieving stability. The result



COMPARATIVE ILLUSTRATION

Sun Kings, West and East. At the end of the seventeenth century, two powerful rulers in different parts of the world held sway in
kingdoms that dominated the affairs of the regions around them. Both rulers saw themselves as favored by divine authority—Louis XIV
of France as a divine-right monarch and Kangxi (GANG-zhee) of China as possessing the mandate of Heaven. Thus, both rulers saw
themselves not as divine beings but as divinely ordained beings whose job was to govern organized societies. In image A, Louis, who
ruled France from 1643 to 1715, is seen in a portrait by Hyacinthe Rigaud (ee-ah-SANT ree-GOH) that captures the king's sense of
royal dignity and grandeur. One person at court said of the king: “Louis XIV's vanity was without limit or restraint.” In image B, Kangxi,
who ruled China from 1661 to 1722, is seen in a portrait that shows him seated in majesty on his imperial throne. A dedicated ruler,
Kangxi once wrote, “One act of negligence may cause sorrow all through the country, and one moment of negligence may result in

trouble for hundreds and thousands of generations.”

@ Although these rulers practiced very different religions, why did they justify their powers in such a similar fashion?

‘was what historians have called absolutism or absolute monar-

chy, in which the sovereign power or ultimate authority in the
state rested in the hands of a king who claimed to rule by di-
vine right—the idea that kings reccived their power from God
and were responsible to no one but God. Late-sixteenth-cen-
tury political theorists believed that sovereign power consisted
of the authority to make laws, levy taxes, administer justice,
control the state’s administrative system, and determine for-
cign policy.

ouce, NY

ANINGrand

15-3a France Under Louis XIV

France during the reign of Louis XIV (1643-1715) has tradi-
tionally been regarded as the best example of the practice of
absolute or divine-right monarchy in the seventeenth century
(see Comparative Illustration “Sun Kings, West and East,”).
French culture, language, and manners reached into all levels of
European society. French diplomacy and wars overwhelmed
the political affairs of western and central Europe. The court
of Louis XIV was also imitated elsewhere in Europe.
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Political Institutions One of the keys to Louis’s power was his
control of the central policymaking machinery of government
because it was part of his own court and household. The royal
court, located in the magnificent palace at Versailles (vayr-SY),
outside Pari

served three purposes simultaneously: it was the
personal household of the king, the location of central govern-
mental machinery, and the place where powerful subjects came
to find favors and offices for themselves and their clients. The
greatest danger to Louis’s personal rule came from the very
high nobles and princes of the blood (the royal princes), who
considered it their natural function to assert the policymaking
role of royal ministers. Louis eliminated this threat by remov-
ing them from the royal council, the chief administrative body
of the king, and enticing them to his court, where he could
keep them preoccupied with court life and out of politics. In-
stead of the high nobility and royal princes, Louis relied for his
ministers on nobles who came from relatively new aristocratic
families. His ministers were expected to be subservient: “I had
no intention of sharing my authority with them,” Louis said.
Court life at Versailles itself became highly ritualized with
Louis at the center of it all. The king had little privacy; only
when he visited his wife or mother or mistress was he free of
the noble courtiers who swarmed about the palace. Most daily
ceremonies were carefully staged, including those attending
Louis’s rising from bed, dining, praying, attending Mass, and go-
ing to bed. A mob of nobles aspired to assist the king in carrying
out these solemn activities. It was considered a great honor for
a noble to be chosen to hand the king his shirt while dressing.
Court etiquette was also a complex matter. Nobles and royal
princes were arranged in an elaborate order of seniority and
expected to follow certain rules of precedence. Who could sit

down and on what kind of chair was a subject of much debate.
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Louis’s domination of his ministers and secretaries gave
him control of the central policymaking machinery of govern-
ment and thus authority over the traditional areas of monar-
chical power: the formulation of foreign policy, the making of
war and peace, the assertion of the secular power of the crown
against any religious authority, and the ability to levy taxes
to fulfill these functions. Louis had considerably less success
with the internal administration of the kingdom, however.
The traditional groups and institutions of French society—
the nobles, officials, town councils, guilds, and representative
estates in some provinces—were simply too powerful for the
king to have direct control over the lives of his subjects. As a
result, control of the provinces and the people was achieved
largely by bribing the individuals responsible for carrying out
the king’s policies

The Economy and the Military The cost of building palaces,
maintaining his court, and pursuing his wars made finances
a crucial issue for Louis XIV. He was most fortunate in hav-
ing the services of Jean-Baptiste Colbert ( ZHAHN-bap-TEEST
kohl-BAYR) (1619-1683) as his controller general of finances.
Colbert sought to increase the wealth and power of France
through general adherence to mercantilism, which advocated
government intervention in economic activities for the benefit
of the state. To decrease imports and increase exports, Colbert
granted subsidies to individuals who established new indus-
tries. To improve communications and the transportation of
goods internally, he built roads and canals. To decrease imports
directly, Colbert raised tariffs on foreign goods.

The increase in royal power that Louis pursued led the king
to develop a professional army numbering 100,000 men in
peacetime and 400,000 in time of war. To achieve the prestige

Interior of Versailles: The Hall
of Mirrors. Pictured here is
the exquisite Hall of Mirrors
at Versailles. Located on
the second floor, the hall
overlooks the park below.
Three hundred and fifty-
seven mirrors were placed
on the wall opposite the
windows in order to create
an illusion of even greater
width. Careful planning
went into every detail of
the interior decoration

Even the doorknobs were
specially designed to
reflect the magnificence of
Versailles. This photo shows
_ the Hall of Mirrors after the
restoration work that was
completed in June 2007,

a project that took three
years, cost 12 million euros
(more than $16 million),
and included the restoration
of the Bohemian crystal
chandeliers.



and military glory befitting an absolute king as well as to ensure
the domination of his Bourbon dynasty over European affairs,
Louis waged four wars between 1667 and 1713. His ambitions
roused much of Europe to form coalitions against him to pre-
vent the certain destruction of the European balance of power
by Bourbon hegemony. Although Louis added some territory
to France’s northeastern frontier and established a member of
his own Bourbon dynasty on the throne of Spain, he also left
France impoverished and surrounded by enemies.

15-30 Absolutism in Central and Eastern Europe
During the seventeenth century, a development of great im-
portance for the modern Western world took place with the
appearance in central and eastern Europe of three new powers:
Prussia, Austria, and Russia.

Prussia Frederick William the Great Elector (1640-1688) laid
the foundation for the Prussian state. Realizing that the land
he had inherited, known as Brandenburg-Prussia, was a small,
open territory with no natural frontiers for defense, Frederick
William built an army of 40,000 men, making it the fourth
largest in Europe. To sustain the army, Frederick William es-
tablished the General War Commissariat to levy taxes for the
army and oversee its growth. The Commissariat soon evolved
into an agency for civil government as well. The new bureau-
cratic machine became the elector’s chief instrument to govern
the state. Many of its officials were members of the Prussian
landed aristocracy, the Junkers (YOONG-kers), who also served
as officers in the all-important army.

In 1701, Frederick William's son Frederick officially gained
the title of king. Elector Frederick 11l became King Frederick I,
and Brandenburg-Prussia simply Prussia. In the eighteenth
century, Prussia emerged as a great power in Europe.

Austria The Austrian Habsburgs had long played a significant
role in European politics as Holy Roman Emperors. By the
end of the Thirty Years” War, the Habsburg hopes of creating
an empire in Germany had been dashed. In the seventeenth
century, the house of Austria created a new empire in eastern
and southeastern Europe

The nucleus of the new Austrian Empire remained the tra-
ditional Austrian hereditary possessions: Lower and Upper Aus-
tria, Carinthia, Carniola, Styria, and Tyrol. To these had been
added the kingdom of Bohemia and parts of northwestern
Hungary. After the defeat of the Turks in 1687 (see Chapter 16
Austria took control of all of Hungary, Transylvania, Croati:
and Slovenia, thus establishing the Austrian Empire in south-
eastern Europe. By the beginning of the eighteenth century, the
house of Austria had assembled an empire of considerable size.

The Austrian monarchy, however, never became a_ highly
centralized, absolutist state, primarily because it contained so
many different national groups. The Austrian Empire remained
a collection of territories held together by the Habsburg em-
peror, who was archduke of Austria, king of Bohemia, and king
of Hungary. Each of these regions, however, had its own laws
and political life.

From Muscovy to Russia A new Russian state had emerged in
the fifteenth century under the leadership of the principality of
Muscovy and its grand dukes. In the sixteenth century, Ivan IV
(1533-1584) became the first ruler to take the title of tsar (the Rus-
sian word for “Caesar”). Ivan expanded the territories of Russia
eastward and crushed the power of the Russian nobility. He was
known as Ivan the Terrible because of his ruthless deeds, among
them stabbing his son to death in a heated argument. When
Ivan’s dynasty came to an end in 1598, fifteen years of anarchy
ensued until the Zemsky Sobor (ZEM-skee suh-BOR), or national
assembly, chose Michael Romanov (ROH-muh-nahf) as the new
tsar, establishing a dynasty that lasted more than four hundred
years. One of its most prominent members was Peter the Great.

Peter the Great (1689-1725) was an unusual character. A
strong man towering 6 feet 9 inches tall, Peter enjoyed low
humor-—belching contests and crude jokes—and vicious pun-
ishments, including floggings, impalings, and roastings. Peter
got a firsthand view of the West when he made a trip there
in 1697-1698 and returned to Russia with a firm determina-

tion to westernize Russia. He was especially eager to borrow
European technology in order to create the army and navy he
needed to make Russia a great power.

As could be expected, one of Peter’s first priorities was the
reorganization of the army and the creation of a navy. Employ-
ing both Russians and Europeans as officers, he conscripted
peasants for twenty-five-year stints of service to build a stand-
ing army of 210,000 men and at the same time formed the first
navy Russia had ever had.

To impose the rule of the central government more ef-
fectively throughout the land, Peter divided Russia into prov-
inces. Although he hoped to create a “police state,” by which
he meant a well-ordered community governed in accordance
with law, few of his bureaucrats shared his concept of loyalty to
the state. Peter hoped to evoke a sense of civic duty among his
people, but his own forceful personality created an atmosphere
of fear that prevented any such sentiment.

This use of force was also evident when Peter began to in-
troduce Western customs, practices, and manners into Russia
shortly after his return from the West in 1698. Because Europeans
at that time did not wear beards or traditional long-skirted coats,
Russian beards had to be shaved and coats shortened, a reform Pe-
ter personally enforced at court by shaving off his nobles” beards
and cutting their coats at the knees with his own hands. Outside
the court, barbers and tailors planted at town gates enforced the
edicts by cutting the beards and cloaks of those who entered or
left. Many Russians, as a result, regarded the tsar as a tyrant.

The object of Peter’s domestic reforms was to make Russia
into a great state and military power. His primary goal was to
“opena window to the west,” meaning an ice-free port easily ac-
cessible to Europe. This could only be achieved on the Baltic, but
at that time, the Baltic coast was controlled by Sweden, the most
important power in northern Europe. A long and hard-fought
war with Sweden won Peter the lands he sought. In 1703, Peter
began the construction of a new city, Saint Petersburg, his win-
dow to the west and a symbol that Russia was looking westward
to Europe. By the time Peter died in 1725, Russia had become a
great military power and an important European state.
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