OPPOSING

A Reformation Debate: Conflict at Marburg

[TICMll DEBATES PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE
MULIVMY REFORMATION PERIOD. They were a primary

instrument for introducing the Reformation in innumerable cities

as well as a means of resolving differences among like-minded
Protestant groups. This selection contains an excerpt from the
vivacious and often brutal debate between Luther and Zwingli

over the sacrament of the Lord's Supper at Marburg in 1529. The

two protagonists failed to reach agreement

The Marburg Colloquy, 1529
The Hessian Chancellor Feige: My gracious prince and lord
[Landgrave Philip of Hesse] has summoned you for the

express and urgent purpose of settling the dispute over the

sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. . . . Let everyone on both
sides present his arguments in a spirit of moderation. . .
Now then, Doctor Luther, you may proceed.

Luther: Noble prince, gracious lord! Undoubtedly the
colloquy is well intentioned. . . . Although I have no
intention of changing my mind, which is firmly made
up, 1 will nevertheless present the grounds of my belief
and show where the others are in error. . . . Your basic
contentions are these: In the last analysis you wish to
prove that a body cannot be in two places at once, and
you produce arguments about the unlimited body which
are based on natural reason. I do not question how

Christ can be God and man and how the two natures can

be joined. For God is more powerful than all our ideas,
and we must submit to his word.

Prove that Christ’s body is not there where the Scripture
says, “This is my body!” Rational proofs I will not listen

to. ... Itis God who commands, “Take, eat, this is my body.”

I request, therefore, valid scriptural proof to the contrary.
Zwingli: Linsist that the words of the Lord’s Supper must

to look for him in the Lord’s Supper at the same time
that Christ is telling us that he is in heaven. One and the
same body cannot possibly be in different places.

Luther: I call upon you as before: your basic contentions
are shaky. Give way, and give glory to God!

Zwingli: And we call upon you to give glory to God and
to quit begging the question! The issue at stake is this:
Where is the proof of your position? | am willing to
consider your words carefully—no harm meant! You're
trying to outwit me. . . . You'll have to sing another tune.

Luther: You're being obnoxious.

Zwingli: (excitedly) Don’t you believe that Christ was
attempting in John 6 to help those who did not
understand?

Luther: You're trying to dominate things! You insist on
passing judgment! Leave that to someone else! . .. Itis
your point that must be proved, not mine. But let us stop
this sort of thing. It serves no purpose.

Zwingli: It certainly does! It is for you to prove that the
passage in John 6 speaks of a physical repast.

Luther: You express yourself poorly and make about as
much progress as a cane standing in a corner. You're
going nowhere

Zwingli: No, no, no! This is the passage that will break
your neck!

Luther: Don’t be so sure of yourself. Necks don’t break this
way. You're in Hesse, not Switzerland.

How did the positions of Zwingli and Luther on the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper differ? What was the
purpose of this debate? Based on this example, why did
many Reformation debates lead to further hostility rather
than compromise and unity between religious and sectarian

be figurative. This is ever apparent, and even required by
the article of faith: “taken up into heaven, seated at the
right hand of the Father.” Otherwise, it would be absurd

opponents? What implications did this have for the future
of the Protestant Reformation?

“Ihe Marburg Colloquy,” edited by Donald Ziegler, from Great Debates of the Reformation, edited by Donald Ziegler, copyright © 1969 by Donald Ziegler.

employed both clergy and laymen in the service of the church.
The Consistory, a special body for enforcing moral discipline,
functioned as a court to oversee the moral life, daily behavior,
and doctrinal orthodoxy of Genevans and to admonish and cor-
rect deviants. Citizens in Geneva were punished for such var-
ied “crimes” as dancing, singing obscene songs, drunkenness,
swearing, and playing cards.

Calvin's success in Geneva enabled the city to become a
vibrant center of Protestantism. Following Calvin’s lead, mis-
sionaries trained in Geneva were sent to all parts of Europe.

Calvinism became established in France, the Netherlands,
Scotland, and central and eastern Europe, and by the mid-
sixteenth century, Calvin's Geneva stood as the fortress of the
Reformation.

The English Reformation The English Reformation was rooted
in politics, not religion. King Henry VIII (1509-1547) had a
strong desire to divorce his first wife, Catherine of Aragon,
with whom he had a daughter, Mary, but no male heir. The
king wanted to marry Anne Boleyn (BUH-lin or buh-LIN), with
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COMPARATIVE ESSAY

Marriage in the Early Modern World

m Marriage is an ancient institution. In China,
myths about the beginnings of Chinese
civilization maintained that the rite of marriage began with
the primordial couple Fuxi and Nugun and that marriage
actually preceded such discoveries as fire, farming, and
medicine. In the early modern world, family and marriage
were inseparable and were at the center of all civilizations.
In the early modern period, the family was still at the
heart of

urope’s social organization. For the most part,
people viewed the family in traditional terms, as a patriarchal
institution in which the husband dominated his wife and
children. The upper classes in particular thought of the family

asa “house,” an association whose collective interests were

more important than those of its individual members. Parents
(especially the fathers) generally selected marriage partners
for their children, based on the interests of the family.

When the son of a French noble asked about his upcoming
marriage, his father responded, “Mind your own business.”
Details were worked out well in advance, sometimes when
children were only two or three years old, and were set out in

a legally binding contract. An important negotiating point was
the size of the dowry, money presented by the bride’s family
to the groom upon marriage. The dowry could be a large
sum, and all families were expected to provide dowries for
their daughters.

Arranged marriages were not unique to Europe but were
common throughout the world. In China, marriages were
normally arranged for the benefit of the family, often by
a go-between, and the groom and bride were usually not

Marriage Ceremonies. At the left is a detail of a marriage ceremony
in ltaly from a fresco painted by Dominico di Bartolo in 1443. At
the right is a seventeenth-century Mughal painting showing Shah
Jahan, the Mughal emperor (with halo). He is riding to the wedding
celebration of his son, who rides before him.
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consulted. Frequently, they did not meet until the marriage
ceremony. Love was obviously not a reason for marriage
and in fact was often viewed as a detriment because it could
distract the married couple from their responsibility to the
larger family unit. In Japan too, marriages were arranged,
often by the heads of dominant families in rural areas, and
the new wife moved in with the family of her husband. In
India, not only were marriages arranged, but it was not
uncommon for women to be married before the age of ten.
In colonial Latin America, parents selected marriage partners
for their children and often chose a dwelling for the couple
as well. In many areas, before members of the lower classes
could marry, they had to offer gifts to the powerful noble
landowners in the region and obtain their permission. These

nobles often refused to allow women to marry in order to
keep them as servants.

Arranged marriages were the logical result of a social
system in which men dominated and women’s primary role
was to bear children, manage the houschold, and work in
the field. Not until the nineteenth century did a feminist




movement emerge in Europe to improve the rights of

women. By the beginning of the twentieth century, that
movement had spread to other parts of the world. The New
Culture Movement in China, for example, advocated the free
choice of spouses. Although the trend throughout the world is
toward allowing people to choose their mates, in some areas,

whom he had fallen in love. Impatient with the pope’s unwill-
ingness to grant him an annulment of his marriage, Henry
turned to England’s own church courts. As archbishop of
Canterbury and head of the highest church court in England,
‘Thomas Cranmer ruled in May 1533 that the king’s marriage
to Catherine was “absolutely void.” At the beginning of June,
Anne was crowned queen, and three months later, a child was
born; much to the king’s disappointment, the baby was a girl
(the future Queen Elizabeth I).

In 1534, at Henry’s request, Parliament moved to finalize
the break of the Church of England with Rome. The Act of Su-
premacy of 1534 declared that the king was “the only supreme
head on earth of the Church of England,” a position that gave
him control of doctrine, clerical appointments, and discipline.
Although Henry VIIT had broken with the papacy, little change
occurred in matters of doctrine, theology, and ceremony. Some
of his supporters, including Archbishop Cranmer, sought a re-
ligious reformation as well as an administrative one, but Henry
was unyielding. But he died in 1547 and was succeeded by his
son, the underage and sickly Edward VI (1547-1553), and dur-
ing Edward's reign, Cranmer and others inclined toward Prot-
estant doctrines were able to move the Church of England (or
Anglican Church) in a more Protestant direction. New acts of
Parliament gave the clergy the right to marry and created a new
Protestant church service.

Edward VI was succeeded by Mary (1553-1558), a Catholic
who attempted to return England to Catholicism. Her actions
aroused much anger, however, especially when “bloody Mary”
burned more than three hundred Protestant heretics. By the
end of Mary’s reign, England was more Protestant than it had
been at the beginning.

The Anabaptists The Anabaptists were the radical reformers
of the Protestant Reformation. To Anabaptists, the true Chris-
tian church was a voluntary association of believers who had
undergone spiritual rebirth and had then been baptized into
the church. Anabaptists advocated adult rather than infant bap-
tism. They also wanted to return to the practices and spirit of
early Christianity and considered all believers to be equal. Each
church chose its own minister, who might be any member of
the community since all Christians were considered priests
(though women were often excluded).

Finally, unlike the Catholics and other Protestants, most
Anabaptists believed in the complete separation of church
and state. Government was to be excluded from the realm of
religion and could not exercise political jurisdiction over real

especially in rural communities, families remain active in
choosing marriage partners.

In what ways were marriage practices similar in the West
and the East during the early modern period? Were there
any significant differences?

Christians. Anabaptists refused to hold political office or bear
arms because many took the commandment “Thou shall not
kill” literally. Their political beliefs as much as their religious
beliefs caused the Anabaptists to be regarded as dangerous
radicals who threatened the very fabric of sixteenth-century
society. Indeed, the chief thing Protestants and Catholics could
agree on was the need to persecute Anabaptists.

15-1d The Social Impact of the Protestant
Reformation

The Protestants were especially important in developing a new
view of the family. Because Protestantism had eliminated any
idea of special holiness for celibacy and had abolished both mo-
nasticism and a celibate clergy, the family could be placed at the
center of human life, and a new stress on “mutual love between
man and wife” could be extolled (see Comparative Essay “Mar-
riage in the Early Modern World”).

But were doctrine and reality the same? Most often, reality
reflected the traditional roles of husband as the ruler and wife
as the obedient servant whose chief duty was to please her hus-
band. Luther stated it clearly:

The rule remains with the husband, and the wife is compelled
to obey him by God’s command. He rules the home and the

state, wages war, defends his possessions, tills the soil, builds,
plants, ete. The woman on the other hand is like a nail driven
into the wall . . . so the wife should stay at home and look after
the affairs of the household, as one who has been deprived
that are outside

of the ability of administering those affai

and that concern the state. She docs not go beyond her most
personal duties.’

Obedience to her husband was not a wife’s only role; her
other important duty was to bear children. To Calvin and Lu-
ther, this function of women was part of the divine plan, and
for most Protestant women, family life was their only destiny
(see “A Protestant Woman,” p. 430). Overall, the Protestant
Reformation did not noticeably alter women’s subordinate
place in society.

15-1e The Catholic Reformation

By the mid-sixteenth century, Lutheranism had become
established in Germany and Scandinavia and Calvinism in
Scotland, Switzerland, France, the Netherlands, and east-
ern Europe. In England, the split from Rome had resulted
in the creation of a national church. The situation in Europe
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_ A PROTESTANT WOMAN

m IN THE INITIAL ZEAL OF THE PROTESTANT
REFORMATION, women were frequently allowed to
play untraditional roles. Catherine Zell of Germany (c. 1497
1662) first preached beside her husband in 1527. After the
death of her two children, she devoted the rest of her life to
helping her husband and their Anabaptist faith. This selection is
taken from one of her letters to a young Lutheran minister who
had criticized her activities.

A Letter from Catherine Zell to Ludwig Rabus of Memmingen
1, Catherine Zell, wife of the late lamented Mathew Zell, who
served in Strasbourg, where I was born and reared and still
live, wish you peace and enhancement in God's grace. . . .
From my earliest years I turned to the Lord, who taught
and guided me, and I have at all times, in accordance with my
understanding and His grace, embraced the interests of His
church and earnestly sought Jesus. Even in youth this brought
me the regard and affection of clergymen and others much
concerned with the church, which is why the pious Mathew
Zell wanted me as a companion in marriage; and I, in turn,
to serve the glory of Christ, gave devotion and help to my
husband, both in his ministry and in keeping his house. . . .
Ever since I was ten years old [ have been a student and a sort

of church mother, much given to attending sermons. I have
loved and frequented the company of learned men, and 1
conversed much with them, not about dancing, masquerades,
and worldly pleasures but about the kingdom of God. . ..

Consider the poor Anabaptists, who are so furiously and
ferociously persecuted. Must the authorities everywhere be
incited against them, as the hunter drives his dog against wild
animals? Against those who acknowledge Christ the Lord in
very much the same way we do and over which we broke
with the papacy? Just because they cannot agree with us
on lesser things, is this any reason to persecute them and in
them Christ, in whom they fervently believe and have ofien
professed in misery, in prison, and under the torments of fire
and water?

Governments may punish criminals, but they should
not force and govern belief, which is a matter for the heart
and conscience not for temporal authorities. . .. When the
authorities pursue one, they soon bring forth tears, and towns
and villages are emptied.

What new ideas did Catherine Zell bring to the
Reformation? Why did people react so strongly against
them?

Source: Excerpt from Not in God's Image: Women in History From the Greeks to the Victorians by Julia O'Faolain and Lauro Martines. Copyright © 1973 by Julia

O'Faolain and Lauro Martines.

did not look particularly favorable for the Roman Catholic
Church, although Protestants in many places were still a
minority (see Map 15.1).

Catholic Reformation or Counter-Reformation?
There is no doubt that the Catholic Church
underwent a revitalization in the sixteenth century. But
was this reformation a Catholic Reformation or a Counter-
Reformation? Some historians prefer the term Counter-
Reformation to focus on the aspects that were a direct reaction
against the Protestant movement. Historians who prefer the
term Catholic Reformation point out that elements of reform
were already present in the Catholic Church at the end of the
fifteenth century and the beginning of the sixteenth century.
Especially noticeable were the calls for reform from the reli-
gious orders of the Franciscans, Dominicans, and Augustin-
fans. Members of these groups put particular emphasis on
preaching to laypeople. Another example was the Oratory of
Divine Love, first organized in Italy in 1497 as an informal
group of clergy and laymen who worked to foster reform by
emphasizing personal spiritual development and outward
acts of charity. The Oratory’s members included a Spanish
archbishop, Cardinal Ximenes (khee-MAY-ness), who was es-
pecially active in using Christian humanism to reform the
church in Spain.
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No doubt, both positions on the nature of the reformation
of the Catholic Church contain elements of truth. The Catholic
Reformation revived the best features of medieval Catholicism
and then adjusted them to meet new conditions, as is most ap-
parent in the emergence of a new mysticism, closely tied to
the traditions of Catholic piety, and the revival of monasticism
through the regeneration of older religious orders and the
founding of new orders.

The Society of Jesus Of all the new religious orders, the
most important was the Society of Jesus, known as the Jesuits,
founded by a Spanish nobleman, Ignatius of Loyola (if-NAY-
schuss of loi-OH-luh) (1491-1556). Loyola brought together a
small group of individuals who were recognized as a religious
order by the pope in 1540. The new order was grounded on the
principles of absolute obedience to the papacy, a strict hierarchi-
cal order for the society, the use of education to achieve its goals,
and a dedication to engage in “conflict for God.” A special vow
of absolute obedience to the pope made the Jesuits an important
instrument for papal policy.

Another prominent Jesuit activity was the propagation
of the Catholic faith among non-Christians. Francis Xavier
(ZAY-vee-ur) (1506-1552), one of the original members of the
Society of Jesus, carried the message of Catholic Christianity
to the East. After attracting tens of thousands of converts in
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Map 15.1 Catholics and Protestants in Europe hy 1560. The Reformation continued to evolve
beyond the basic split of the Lutherans from the Catholics. Several Protestant sects broke
away from the teachings of Martin Luther, each with a separate creed and different ways of
worship. In England, Henry V111 broke with the Catholic Church for political and dynastic
reasons.

Which areas of Europe were solidly Catholic, which were solidly Lutheran, and which were
neither?

Chinese pride in their own culture, the
Jesuits attempted to draw parallels be-
tween Christian and Confucian concepts
and to show the similarities between
Christian morality and Confucian ethics.
For their part, the missionaries were

much impressed with many aspects of
Chinese civilization, and reports of their
experiences heightened European curios-
ity about this great society on the other
side of the world.

The Jesuits were also determined
to carry the Catholic banner and fight
Protestantism. Jesuit missionaries suc-
ceeded in restoring Catholicism to
parts of Germany and eastern Europe.
Poland was largely won back for the
Catholic Church through Jesuit efforts.

A Reformed Papacy A reformed pa-
pacy was another important factor in
the development of the Catholic Ref-
ormation. The involvement of Renais-
sance popes in dubious finances and
Italian political and military affairs had
created numerous sources of corrup-
tion. It took the jolt of the Protestant
Reformation to bring about serious
reform. Pope Paul III (1534-1549) per-
ceived the need for change and took
the audacious step of appointing a
reform commission to ascertain the
church’s ills. The commission’s report
in 1537 blamed the church’s problems
on the corrupt policies of popes and
cardinals. Paul TII also formally recog-
nized the Jesuits and summoned the
Council of Trent.

The Council of Trent In March 1545,
a,group of high church officials met
in the city of Trent on the border
between Germany and Italy and initi-
ated the Council of Trent, which met
intermittently from 1545 to 1563 in
three major sessions. The final decrees
of the Council of Trent reaffirmed tra-

India, he traveled to Malacca and the Moluccas before finally
reaching Japan in 1549. He spoke highly of the Japanese:
“They are a people of excellent morals—good in general
and not malicious.”* Thousands of Japanese, especially in
the southernmost islands, became Christians. In 1552, Xavier

set out for China but died of fever before he reached the
mainland.

Although conversion efforts in Japan proved shortlived,
Jesuit activity in China, especially that of the Italian Matteo Ricci
(ma-TAY-oh REE-chee), was more long lasting, Recognizing the

ditional Catholic teachings in opposition to Protestant beliefs
Scripture and tradition were affirmed as equal authorities
in religious matters; only the church could interpret Scrip-
ture. Both faith and good works were declared necessary for
salvation. Belief in purgatory and in the use of indulgences
was strengthened, although the selling of indulgences was
prohibited.

After the Council of Trent, the Roman Catholic Church
possessed a clear body of doctrine and a unified structure un-
der the acknowledged supremacy of the popes. Although the
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Ignatius of Loyola. The Jesuits became the most important new
religious order of the Catholic Reformation. Shown here in a
sixteenth-century painting by an unknown artist is Ignatius of Loyola,
founder of the Society of Jesus. Loyola is seen kneeling before Pope
Paul 111, who officially recognized the Jesuits in 1540,

Roman Catholic Church had become one Christian denomina-
tion among many, the church entered a new phase of its history
with a spirit of confidence.

LULLIGIA AN  Key Events of the Reformation Era
Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses 1517
Excommunication of Luther 1521
Act of Supremacy in England 1534
Pontificate of Paul Il 1534-1549
John Calvin's Institutes of the Christian Religion 1536
Society of Jesus (Jesuits) recognized as a 1540
religious order
Council of Trent 1545-1563
Peace of Augsburg 1555

15-2 EUROPE IN CRISIS, 1560-1650

Focus Question: Why is the period between 1560
and 1650 in Europe considered an age of crisis,
and how did the turmoil contribute to the artistic
developments of the period?

Between 1560 and 1650, Europe experienced religious wars,
revolutions and constitutional crises, economic and social
disintegration, and a witchcraft craze. It was truly an age
of crisis.
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15-2a Politics and the Wars of Religion

in the Sixteenth Century

By 1560, Calvinism and Catholicism had become activist reli-
gions dedicated to spreading the word of God as they inter-
preted it. Although their struggle for the minds and hearts of
Europeans was at the heart of the religious wars of the six-
teenth century, economic, social, and political forces also played
important roles in these conflicts

The French Wars of Religion (1562-1598) Religion was
central to the French civil wars of the sixteenth century. The
growth of Calvinism had led to persecution by the French
kings, but the latter did little to stop the spread of Calvinism
Huguenots (HYOO-guh-nots), as the French Calvinists were
called, constituted only about 7 percent of the population, but
40 to 50 percent of the French nobility became Huguenots,
including the house of Bourbon (boor-BOHN), which stood
next to the Valois (val-WAH) in the royal line of succession. The

conversion of so many nobles made the Huguenots a poten-
tially dangerous political threat to monarchical power. Still, the
Calvinist minority was greatly outnumbered by the Catholic
majority, and the Valois monarchy was staunchly Catholic.

The religious issue was not the only factor that contributed
to the French civil wars. Towns and provinces, which had long
resisted the growing power of monarchical centralization, were
only too willing to join a revolt against the monarchy. So were
the nobles, and the fact that so many of them were Calvinists
created an important base of opposition to the crown.

For thirty years, battles raged in France between Catholic
and Calvinist parties. Finally, in 1589, Henry of Navarre, the po-
litical leader of the Huguenots and a member of the Bourbon
dynasty, succeeded to the throne as Henry IV (1589-1610). Re-
alizing, however, that he would never be accepted by Catholic
France, Henry converted to Catholicism. With his coronation
in 1594, the Wars of Religion had finally come to an end. The
Edict of Nantes (NAHNT) in 1598 solved the religious problem
by acknowledging Catholicism as the official religion of France
while guaranteeing the Huguenots the right to worship and
to enjoy all political privileges, including the holding of public
offices.

Philip Il and Militant Catholicism The greatest advocate of
militant Catholicism in the second half of the sixteenth cen-
tury was King Philip II of Spain (1556-1598), the son and heir
of Chales V. Philip’s reign ushered in an age of Spanish great-
ness, both politically and culturally. Philip had inherited from
his father Spain, the Netherlands, and possessions in Italy and
the Americas. To strengthen his control, Philip insisted on strict
conformity to Catholicism and strong monarchical authority.
Achieving the latter was not an easy task, because each of the
lands of his empire had its own structure of government.

The Catholic faith was crucial to the Spanish people and their
ruler. Driven by a heritage of crusading fervor, Spain saw itself
as a nation of people chosen by God to save Catholic Christi-
anity from the Protestant heretics. Philip II, the “most Catho-
lic king,” became the champion of Catholicism throughout



Europe. Spain’s leadership of a “holy league” against Turkish
encroachments in the Mediterranean resulted in a stunning
victory over the Turkish fleet in the Battle of Lepanto (LEH-
pahn-toh or LIH-pan-toh) in 1571. But Philip’s problems with the
Netherlands and the English Queen Elizabeth led to his greatest
misfortunes.

Philip’s attempt to strengthen his control in the Spanish
Netherlands, which consisted of seventeen provinces (modern
Netherlands and Belgium), soon led to a revolt. The nobl

who stood to lose the most politically, strongly opposed Philip’s
efforts. Religion also became a major catalyst for rebellion when
Philip attempted to crush Calvinism. Violence erupted in 1566,
and the revolt became organized, especially in the northern
provinces, where the Dutch, under the leadership of William of
Nassau, the prince of Orange, offered growing resistance. The
struggle dragged on for decades until 1609, when a twelve-year
truce ended the war, virtually recognizing the independence of
the northern provinces. These seven northern provinces, which
called themselves the United Provinces of the Netherlands, be-
came the core of the modern Dutch state.

‘To most Europeans at the b of the h cen-
tury, Spain still seemed the greatest power of the age, but the
reality was quite different. The Spanish treasury was empty, the

armed forces were obsolescent, and the government was inef-
ficient. Spain continued to play the role of a great power, but
much power had shifted to England.

The England of Elizabeth When Elizabeth Tudor, the daughter
of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn, ascended the throne in 1558,
England was home to fewer than 4 million people. Yet during
her reign (1558-1603), the small island kingdom became the
leader of the Protestant nations of Europe and laid the founda
tions for a world empire.

Intelligent, cautious, and self-confident, Elizabeth moved
quickly to solve the difficult religious problem she inherited
from her halfsister, Queen Mary. Elizabeth’s religious policy
was based on moderation and compromise. She repealed the
Catholic laws of Mary’s reign, and a new Act of Supremacy
designated Elizabeth as “the only supreme governor” of both
church and state. The Church of England under Elizabeth was
basically Protestant, but it was of a moderate bent that kept
most people satisfied.

Elizabeth proved as adept in government and foreign policy
as in religious affairs (s “Queen Elizabeth I: “I Have the Heart
of aKing,” p. 434). Assisted by competent officials, she handled
Parliament with much skill. Caution and moderation also dic-
tated Elizabeth’s foreign policy. Nevertheless, Elizabeth was
gradually drawn into conflict with Spain. Having resisted for

years the idea of invading England as too impractical, Philip 11
of Spain was finally persuaded to do so by advisers who assured
him that the people of England would rise against their queen
when the Spaniards arrived. A successful invasion of England
would mean the overthrow of heresy and the return of England

Procession of Queen Elizabeth 1. Intelligent and learned, Elizabeth Tudor was familiar with Latin and Greek and

spoke several European languages. Served by able administrators, Elizabeth ruled for nearly forty-five years and
generally avoided open military action against any major power. This picture, painted near the end of her reign,
shows the queen in a ceremonial procession.
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QUEEN ELIZABETH | RULED ENGLAND from 1558

LBl (5 1603 with a consummate skill that contem-
poraries considered unusual in a woman. Though shrewd and
paternalistic, Elizabeth's power, like that of other sixteenth-
century monarchs, depended on the favor of her people. When
England was faced with the threat of an invasion by the armada
of Philip 11, Elizabeth sought to rally her troops with a speech in
Tilbury, a town on the Thames River. This selection is taken from
her speech

Queen Elizabeth |, Speech at Tilbury

My loving people, we have been persuaded by some, that are
careful of our safety, to take heed how we commit ourselves
to armed multitudes, for fear of treachery; but I assure you,
Ido not desire to live to distrust my faithful and loving people.
Let tyrants fear; [ have always so behaved myself that, under
God, T have placed my chiefest strength and safeguard in the
loyal hearts and good will of my subjects. And therefore  am
come amongst you at this time, not as for my recreation or
sport, but being resolved, in the midst and heat of the battle,
to live or die amongst you all; to lay down, for my God, and

Source: From Elizabeth

pecch at Tillbury in 1588 to the troops.

to Catholicism. Philip ordered preparations for a fleet of war-
ships, the armada, to spearhead the invasion of England.

The armada was a disaster. The Spanish fleet that finally
set sail had neither the ships nor the manpower that Philip had
planned to send. Battered by a number of encounters with
the English, the Spanish fleet sailed back to Spain by a north-
ward route around Scotland and Ireland, where it was further
pounded by storms. Although the English and Spanish would
continue their war for another sixteen years, the defeat of the
armada guaranteed for the time being that England would re-
main a Protestant country.

15-20 Economic and Social Crises
The period of European history from 1560 to 1650 witnessed
severe economic and social crises as well as political upheaval.
Economic contraction began to be evident in some parts of Eu-
rope by the 1620s. In the 1630s and 1640s, as imports of silver
from the Americas declined, economic recession intensified,
especially in the Mediterranean area. Once the industrial and
financial center of Europe in the age of the Renai:

sance, Italy
was now facing economic difficulties,

Population Decline Population trends of the sixteenth and sev-
enteenth centuries also reveal Europe’s worsening conditions.
The population of Europe increased from 60 million in 1500 to
85 million by 1600, the first major recovery of the European
population since the devastation of the Black Death in the mid-
fourteenth century. By 1650, however, records indicate that
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for my kingdom, and for my people, my honor and my blood,
even the dust. I know | have but the body of a weak and
feeble woman; but I have the heart of a king, and of a king of
England, too; and think foul scorn that Parma or Spain, or any
prince of Europe, should dare to invade the borders of my
realms: to which, rather than any dishonor should grow by
me, [ myself will take up arms; I myself will be your general,
judge, and rewarder of every one of your virtues in the field.
1 know already, by your forwardness, that you have deserved
rewards and crowns; and we do assure you, on the word of a
prince, they shall be duly paid you. In the mean my lieutenant
general shall be in my stead, than whom never princes
commanded a more noble and worthy subject; not doubting
by your obedience to my general, by your concern in the
camp and by your valor in the field, we shall shortly have a
famous victory over the enemies of my God, of my kingdom,
and of my people.

What qualities evident in Elizabeth's speech would have
endeared her to her listeners? How was her popularity
connected to the events of the late sixteenth century?

the population had declined, especially in central and south-
ern Europe. Europe’s longtime adversaries—war, famine, and
pl inued to affect ion levels. After the middle
of the sixteenth century, another “little ice age,” when average
temperatures fell, reduced harvests and led to food shortages.
Europe’s problems created social tensions, some of which be-
came manifested in an obsession with witches.

Witchcraft Mania Hysteria over witchcraft affected the lives of
many Europeans in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
Perhaps more than 100,000 people were prosecuted through-
out Europe on charges of witchcraft. As more and more
people were brought to trial, the fear of witches, as well as the
fear of being accused of witchcraft, escalated to frightening
levels (see “A Witchcraft Trial in France”).

Common people—usually those who were poor and with-
out property—were more likely to be accused of witchcraft. In-
deed, where lists are available, those mentioned most often are
milkmaids, peasant women, and servant gitls. In the witcheraft
trials of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, more than 75
percent of the accused were women, most of them single or
widowed and many over fifty years old.

That women were most often the victims of the witch hunt
has led some scholars to argue that the witch hunt was really a
‘woman hunt or “genderized mass murder,” arguing that men
hunted witches because they caused disorder and were sexual
beings in a patriarchal society. Other scholars have rejected
this approach and argue first, that men were also accused of



