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How does the exercise of state power in the seventeenth
century compare with the exercise of state power in the
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the period? twenty-first century? What, if anything, has changed?

ON APRIL 18, 1521, A LOWLY MONK stood before the
emperor and princes of Germany in the city of Worms
(VAWRMZ). He had been called before this august diet
(a deliberating council) to answer charges of heresy,
charges that could threaten his very life. The monk

was confronted with a pile of his books and asked if he
wished to defend them all or reject a part. Courageously,

Martin Luther defended them all and asked to be shown
420



where any part was in error on the basis of “Scripture
and plain reason.” The emperor was outraged by
Luther’s response and made his own position clear the
next day: “Not only I, but you of this noble German
nation, would be forever disgraced if by our negligence
not only heresy but the very suspicion of heresy were

to survive. After having heard yesterday the obstinate
defense of Luther, | regret that | have so long delayed
in proceeding against him and his false teaching. | will
have no more to do with him." Luther's appearance

at Worms set the stage for a serious challenge to the
authority of the Catholic Church. This was by no means
the first crisis in the church’s 1,500-year history, but its
consequences were more far-reaching than anyone at
Worms in 1521 could have imagined.

After the disintegrative patterns of the fourteenth
century, Europe began a remarkable recovery that
encompassed a revival of arts and letters in the
fifteenth century, known as the Renaissance, and
a religious renaissance in the sixteenth century,
known as the Reformation. The resulting religious
division of Europe (Catholics versus Protestants)
was instrumental in triggering a series of wars that
dominated much of European history from 1560 to
1650 and exacerbated the economic and social crises
that were besetting the region.

One of the responses to the crises of the
seventeenth century was a search for order. The
most general trend was an extension of monarchical
power as a stabilizing force. This development,
which historians have called absolutism or absolute
monarchy, was most evident in France during the
flamboyant reign of Louis XIV, regarded by some as
the perfect embodiment of an absolute monarch.

But absolutism was not the only response to the
search for order in the seventeenth century. Other
states, such as England, reacted very differently to
domestic crisis, and yet another system emerged in
which monarchs were limited by the power of their
representative assemblies. Absolute and limited
monarchy were the two poles of seventeenth-century
state building.

15-1 THE REFORMATION
OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY

gpem
e}?&% Focus Question: What were the main tenets of
+»° Lutheranism, Calvinism, and Anabaptism, and
how did they differ from each other and from
Catholicism?

The Protestant Reformation is the name given to the religious
reform movement that divided the Western Christian church
into Catholic and Protestant groups. Although the Reformation

began with Martin Luther in the early sixteenth century, several
carlier developments had set the stage for religious change.

15-1a Background to the Reformation

Changes in the fifteenth century——the age of the Renaissance—
helped prepare the way for the dramatic upheavals in sixteenth-
century Europe.

The Growth of State Power In the first half of the fifteenth
century, states had d the disi iveap

terns of the previous century. In the second half of that
century, however, recovery had set in, and attempts had been
made to reestablish the centralized power of monarchical

governments. To characterize the results, some historians have
used the label “Renaissance states”; others have spoken of the
“new monarchies,” especially those of France, England, and
Spain at the end of the fifteenth century (see Chapter 13).
‘What was new about these Renaissance monarchs was their
concentration of royal authority, their attempts to suppress
the nobility, their efforts to control the church in their lands,
and their desire to obtain new sources of revenue in order to
increase royal power and enhance the military forces at their
disposal. Like the rulers of fifieenth-century Italian states, the
Renaissance monarchs were often crafty men obsessed with the
acquisition and expansion of political power. Of course, none
of these characteristics was entirely new; a number of medieval
monarchs, especially in the thirteenth century, had exhibited
them. Nevertheless, the Renaissance period marks a significant
expansion of centralized royal authority and a new preoccupa-
tion with the acquisiti i e, and ion of politi-

cal power.

Social Changes in the Renaissance Social changes in the fif-
teenth century also helped to create an environment in which
the Reformation of the sixteenth century could occur. After
the severe economic reversals and social upheavals of the four-
teenth century, the European economy gradually recovered as
manufacturing and trade increased in volume. The Italians and
especially the Venetians expanded their wealthy commercial
empire, rivaled only by, the increasingly powerful Hanseatic
(han-see-AT-ik) League, a commercial and military alliance of
north German coastal towns. Not until the sixteenth century,
when overseas discoveries gave new importance to the states
facing the Atlantic, did the Italian city-states begin to suffer
from the competitive advantages of the more powerful na-
tional territorial states.

As noted in Chapter 12, society in the Middle Ages was di-
vided into three estates: the clergy, or First Estate, whose preem-
inence was grounded in the belief that people should be guided
to spiritual ends; the nobility, or Second Estate, whose privileges
rested on the principle that nobles provided security and justice
for society; and the peasants and inhabitants of the towns and
cities, the Third Estate. Although this social order continued
into the Renaissance, some changes also became evident.

Throughout much of Europe, the landholding nobles faced
declining real incomes during most of the fourteenth and
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Harbor Scene at Hamburg. Hamburg was a founding member of the Hanseatic League.
This illustration from a fifteenth-century treatise on the laws of the city shows a

busy port with ships of all sizes. At the left, a crane is used to unload barrels. In the O
building at the right, customs officials collect their dues. Merchants and townspeople

are shown talking at dockside.

fifteenth centuries. Many members of the old nobility survived,
however, and new blood also infused their ranks. In 1500, the
nobles, old and new, who constituted between 2 and 3 percent
of the population in most countries, still dominated society, as
they had in the Middle Ages, holding important political posts
and serving as advisers to the king.

Except in the heavily urban areas of northern Italy and
Flanders, peasants made up the overwhelming mass of the
Third Estate—they constituted 85 to 90 percent of the total

suropean population. Serfdom had d d as the mano-
rial system continued its decline. Increasingly, the labor dues
owed by peasants to their lord were converted into rents paid in
money. By 1500, especially in western Europe, more and more
peasants were becoming legally free. At the same time, peasants
in many areas resented their social superiors and sought to keep
a greater share of the benefits from their labor. In the sixteenth

422 m CHAPTER 15 Europe Transformed: Reform and State Building

century, the grievances of peasants, especially in
Germany, led many of them to support religious
reform movements.

Inhabitants of towns and cities, originally mer-
chants and artisans, constituted the remainder of
the Third Estate. But by the fifteenth century, the
Renaissance town or city had become more com-
plex. At the top of urban society were the patri-
cians, whose wealth from capitalistic enterprises
in trade, industry, and banking enabled them to
dominate their urban communities economi-
cally, socially, and politically. Below them were
the petty burghers—the shopkeepers, artisans,
guild-masters, and guildsmen—who were largely
concerned with providing goods and services for
local consumption. Below these two groups were
the propertyless workers earning pitiful wages
and the unemployed, living squalid and miserable
lives. These poor city-dwellers made up 30 to 40
percent of the urban population. The pitiful con-
ditions of the lower groups in urban society often
led them to support calls for radical religious re-
form in the sixteenth century.

The Impact of Printing The Renaissance wit-
nessed the development of printing, which made
an immediate impact on European intellectual
life and thought. Printing from hand-carved
wooden blocks had been done in the West since
the twelfth century and in China even before that.
‘What was new in the fifteenth century in Europe
was multiple printing with movable metal type.
The development of printing from movable type
was a gradual process that culminated sometime
between 1445 and 1450; Johannes Gutenberg
(yoh-HAH-nuss GOO-ten-bayrk) of Mainz (MYNTS)
played an important role in bringing the process

ion. G ’s Bible, leted in
1455 or 1456, was the first true book produced
from movable type.

By 1500, there were more than a thousand
printers in Europe, who collectively had published almost
40,000 titles (between 8 million and 10 million copies). Probably
half of these books were religious—Bibles and biblical com-
mentaries, books of devotion, and sermons. Next in impor-
tance were the Latin and Greek classics, medieval grammars,
legal handbooks, and works on

‘The printing of books encouraged scholarly research and the
desire to attain knowledge. Printing also stimulated the devel-
opment of an ever-expanding lay reading public, a development
that had an enormous impact on European society. Indeed, the
printing press enabled the new religious ideas of the Reforma-
tion to spread as rapidly as they did in the sixteenth century.

g

Prelude to Reformation During the second half of the fif-
teenth century, the new Classical learning of the Italian Re-
naissance spread to the European countries north of the Alps



and spawned a movement called Christian humanism or
northern Renaissance humanism, whose major goal was the
reform of Christianity. The Christian humanists believed in the
ability of human beings to reason and improve themselves and
thought that through education in the sources of Classical, and
especially Christian, antiquity, they could instill an inner piety
or an inward religious feeling that would bring about a reform
of the church and society. To change society, they must first
change the human beings who compose it

The most influential of all the Christian humanists was
Desiderius Erasmus (dez-i-DEER-ee-uss i-RAZZ-mus) (1466—
1536), who formulated and popularized the reform program
of Christian humanism. He called his conception of religion
“the philosophy of Christ,” by which he meant that Christi-
anity should be a guiding philosophy for the direction of daily
life rather than the system of dogmatic beliefs and practices
that the medieval church seemed to stress. In other words,
he emphasized inner piety and de-emphasized the external
fe f on (such as the sacraments, pilgrimages, fasts,
and relics). To Erasmus, the reform of the church meant
spreading an understanding of the philosophy of Jesus, pro-
viding enlightened education in the sources of early Christi-
anity, and criticizing the abuses in the church. No doubt his
work helped prepare the way for the Reformation; as con-
temporaries proclaimed, “Erasmus laid the egg that Luther
hatched.”

Church and Religion on the Eve of the Reformation Consider-
able corruption in the Catholic Church was another factor that
led people to want reform. Between 1450 and 1520, a series of
popes—called the Renaissance popes—largely failed to meet
the church’s spiritual needs. The popes were supposed to be
the spiritual leaders of the Catholic Church, but as rulers of
the Papal States, they were all too often involved in worldly
concerns. Julius 11 (1503-1513), the fiery “warrior-pope,” per-
sonally led armies against his enemies, much to the disgust of
pious Christians, who thought the pope’s role was to serve as
a spiritual leader. As one intellectual wrote, “How, O bishop
standing in the room of the Apostles, dare you teach the
people the things that pertain to war?” Many high church of-
ficials were also concerned with accumulating wealth and used
their church offices as opportunities to advance their careers
and their fortunes, and many ordinary parish priests seemed
ignorant of their spiritual duties.

While many leaders of the church were failing to meet
their responsibilities, many ordinary people were clamoring
for meaningful religious expression and certainty of salva-
tion. As a result, for some the process of salvation became
almost mechanical. As more and more people sought cer-
tainty of salvation through veneration of relics (bones or
other objects intimately associated with the saints), collec-
tions of relics grew. Frederick the Wise, elector (one of the
seven German princes who chose the Holy Roman Emperor)
of Saxony and Martin Luther’s prince, had amassed nearly
19,000 relics to which were attached indulgences that could
reduce a person’s time in purgatory by nearly 2 million years.
(Anindulgence is a remission, after death, of all or part of the

punishment due to sin.) Other people sought certainty of sal-
vation in more spiritual terms by participating in the popular
mystical movement known as the Modern Devotion, which
downplayed religious dogma and stressed the need to follow
the teachings of Jesus.

‘What is striking about the revival of religious piety in the

fifteenth century—whether expressed through such external
forces as the veneration of relics and the buying of indulgences
or the mystical path——was its adherence to the orthodox be-
liefs and practices of the Catholic Church. The agitation for
certainty of salvation and spiritual peace occurred within the
framework of the “holy mother Church.” But disillusionment
grew as the devout experienced the inability of many clergy to
live up to their expectations. The deepening of religious life,
especially in the second half of the fifieenth century, found
little echo among the worldly-wise clergy, and this environ-
ment helps explain the tremendous and immediate impact of
Luther’s ideas.

15-1b Martin Luther and the Reformation

in Germany

Martin Luther (1483-1546) was a monk and a professor at the
University of Wittenberg (VIT-ten-bayrk), where he lectured on
the Bible. Probably sometime between 1513 and 1516, through
his study of the Bible, he arrived at an answer to a problem—
the assurance of salvation—that had disturbed him since his
entry into the monastery.

Catholic doctrine had emphasized that both faith and good
works were required for a Christian to achieve personal salva-
tion. In Luther’s eyes, human beings, weak and powerless in the
sight of an almighty God, could never do enough good works
to merit salvation. Through his study of the Bible, Luther came
to believe that humans are saved not through their good works
but through faith in the promises of God, made possible by the
sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. This doctrine of salvation, or
justification by grace through faith alone, became the primary
doctrine of the Protestant Reformation (justification by faith
is the act by which a person is made deserving of salvation). Be-
cause Luther had arrived at this doctrine from his study of the
Bible, the Bible became for Luther, as for all other Protestants,
the chief guide to religious truth.

Luther did not see himself as a revolutionary innovator or
a heretic, but he was greatly upset by the widespread selling of
indulgences. Especially offensive in his eyes was the monk Jo-
hann Tetzel, who hawked indulgences with the slogan “As soon
as the coin in the coffer [money box] rings, the soul from purga-
tory springs.” Greatly angered, in 1517 he issued a stunning in-
dictment of the abuses in the sale of indulgences, known as the
Ninety-Five Theses (see “Luther and the Ninety-Five Theses,”
p. 424). Thousands of copies were printed and quickly spread
to all parts of Germany.

By 1520, Luther had begun to move toward a more defi-
nite break with the Catholic Church and called on the German
princes to overthrow the papacy in Germany and establish a
reformed German church. Through all his calls for change,
Luther expounded more and more on his new doctrine of
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LUTHER AND THE NINETY-FIVE THESES

Religion & TO MOST HISTORIANS, the publication of Luther's
LSIVM Ninety-Five Theses marks the beginning of the
Reformation. To Luther, they were simply a response to what he
considered blatant abuses committed by sellers of indulgences
Although written in Latin, the theses were soon translated into
German and disseminated widely across Germany. They made an
immense impression on Germans already dissatisfied with the
ecclesiastical and financial policies of the papacy.

Martin Luther, Selections from the Ninety-Five Theses
5. The Pope has neither the will nor the power to remit any
penalties beyond those he has imposed either at his own
discretion or by canon law.

N
S

Therefore the Pope, by his plenary remission of all
penalties, does not mean “all” in the absolute sense, but
only those imposed by himself.

~

. Hence those preachers of Indulgences are wrong when
they say that a man is absolved and saved from every
penalty by the Pope’s Indulgences. It is mere human
talk to preach that the soul flies out [of purgatory]
immediately [when] the money clinks in the collection
box.

N
3

It is certainly possible that when the money clinks in the
collection box greed and avarice can increase; but the
intercession of the Church depends on the will of God
alone.

Christians should be taught that if the Pope knew the
exactions of the preachers of Indulgences, he would
rather have the basilica of St. Peter reduced to ashes than

w
=

Source: From Martin Luther, by E. G. Rupp and Benjamin Drewery.

salvation. It is faith alone, he said, not good works, that justifies
and brings salvation through Christ.

Unable to accept Luther’s ideas, the church excommu-
nicated him in January 1521. He was also summoned to ap-
pear before the Reichstag (RYKHSS-tahk) (imperial diet) of the
Holy Roman Empire, convened by the newly elected Emperor
Charles V (1519-1556). Ordered to recant the heresies he had
espoused, Luther refused and made the famous reply that be-
came the battle cry of the Reformation:

Unless 1 am convicted by §

ripturc and plain reason 1 do

not aceept the authority of popes and councils, for they have
contradicted cach other—my conscience is captive to the
Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant anything, for to
g0 against conscience is neither right nor safe. Here I stand, 1

cannot do otherwise. God help me. Amen.’

Members of the Reichstag were outraged and demanded that
Luther be arrested and delivered to the emperor. But Luther’s
ruler, Elector Frederick of Saxony, stepped in and protected him
(see Film & History).
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built with the skin, flesh, and bones of his sheep [the
indulgences that so distressed Luther were being sold to
raise money for the construction of the new St. Peter’s
Basilica in Rome].

8

This wanton preaching of pardons makes it difficult even
for learned men to redeem respect due to the Pope from
the slanders or at least the shrewd questionings of the laity.
For example: “Why does not the Pope empty purgatory
for the sake of most holy love and the supreme need of
souls? This would be the most righteous of reasons, if

82.

<

he can redeem innumerable souls for sordid money with
which to build a basilica, the most trivial of reasons.”
86.

&

Again: “Since the Pope’s wealth is larger than that of the
crassest Crassi of our time, why does he not build this
one basilica of St. Peter with his own money, rather than
with that of the faithful poor?”

To suppress these most conscientious questionings of
the laity by authority only, instead of refuting them by
reason, is to expose the Church and the Pope to the
ridicule of their enemies, and to make Christian people
unhappy.

Christians should be exhorted to seck earnestly to follow
Christ, their Head, through penalties, deaths, and hells.
And let them thus be more confident of entering heaven

90.

S

94.

£

oE.

S

through many tribulations rather than through a false
assurance of peace.

What were the major ideas of Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses?
Why did they have such a strong appeal in Germany?

During the next few years, Luther's movement began to
grow and spread. As it made an impact on the common people,
it also created new challenges. This was especially true of the
Peasants’ War that erupted in 1524, Social discontent created by
their pitiful conditions became entangled with religious revolt
as the German peasants looked to Martin Luther for support.
But when the peasants took up arms and revolted against their
landlords, Luther turned against them and called on the Ger-
man princes, who in Luther’s eyes were ordained by God to
maintain peace and order, to crush the rebels. By May 1525, the
German princes had ruthlessly suppressed the peasant hordes.
By this time, Luther found himself dependent on the state au-
thorities for the growth of his reformed church.

Luther now succeeded in gaining the support of many of
the rulers of the three hundred or so German states that made
up the Holy Roman Empire. These rulers quickly took control
of the churches in their territories. The Lutheran churches in
Germany (and later in Scandinavia) became territorial or state
churches in which the state supervised the affairs of the church.

As part of the develop of these state-dominated churches,




®@ FILM & HISTORY

Watch Luther (2003), which depicts the early life and career
of Martin Luther, largely from a Lutheran point of view.

The movie focuses on some of the major events in Luther’s
early life, such as his years in a monastery; his study for a
doctorate in theology at the University of Wittenberg; the
writing of his Ninety-Five Theses; and his dramatic stand at
the Diet of Worms. The movie is based more on legends about
Luther than on a strict adherence to the historical facts.

@ What historical errors can you find in this portrayal
of Luther's career? Does the film reveal what made

Luther a rebel? Why or why not?

Luther also instituted new religious services to replace the
Catholic Mass. These focused on reading the Bible, preaching
the word of God, and singing hymns. Following his own de-
nunciation of clerical celibacy, Luther married a former nun,
Katherina von Bora, in 1525. Their union provided a model of
married and family life for the new Protestant minister.

Politics and Religion in the German Reformation From its
very beginning, the fate of Luther’s movement was closely
tied to political affairs. In 1519, Charles I, king of Spain and the
grandson of Emperor Maximilian, was elected Holy Roman
Emperor as Charles V. Charles V ruled over an immense
empire, consisting of Spain and its overseas possessions, the
traditional Austrian Habsburg lands, Bohemia, Hungary, the
Low Countries, and the kingdom of Naples in southern Italy.
Politically, Charles wanted to maintain his enormous empire;
ly, he hoped to preserve the unity of his empire in the
Catholic faith. A number of problems, however, kept him pre-

occupied and cost him both his dream and his health.
Moreover, the internal political situation in the Holy Roman
Empire was not in Charles's favor. Although all the German
states owed loyalty to the emperor, during the Middle Ages
these states had become quite independent of imperial author-
ity. By the time Charles V was able to bring military forces to
Germany in 1546, Lutheranism had become well established
and the Lutheran princes were well organized. Unable to de-
feat them, Charles was forced to negotiate a truce. An end to
religious warfare in Germany came in 1555 with the Peace of

% MPE.
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A Reformation Woodcut. In the 1520, after Luther's return to Wittenberg, his teachings began to spread rapidly, ending
ultimately in a reform movement supported by state authorities. Pamphlets containing picturesque woodcuts were
important in the spread of Luther's ideas. In the woodcut shown here, the crucified Jesus attends Luther's service on
the left, while on the right the pope is at a table selling indulgences.
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Augsburg (OUKS-boork). The division of Christianity was for-
mally acknowledged; Lutheran states were to have the same
legal rights as Catholic states. Although the German states were
now free to choose between Catholicism and Lutheranism, the
peace settlement did not recognize the principle of religious
toleration for individuals. The right of each German ruler to
determine the religion of his subjects was accepted, but not
the right of the subjects to choose their own religion. With the
Peace of Augsburg, what had at first been merely feared was
now certain: the ideal of Christian unity was lost. The rapid
spread of new Protestant groups made this a certainty for all
of Europe.

s5-1c The Spread of the Protestant Reformation
Switzerland was home to two major Reformation movements,
Zwinglianism and Calvinism. Ulrich Zwingli (O0L-rikh TSFING-
lee) (1484-1531) was ordained a priest in 1506 and accepted
an appointment as a cathedral priest in the Great Minster of
Ziirich (ZOOR-ik or TSIH-rikh) in 1518. Zwingli’s preaching of
the Gospel caused such unrest that in 1523 the city council held

a public disputation (debate) in the town hall. Zwingli’s party
was accorded the victory, and over the next two years, evan-
gelical reforms were promulgated in Ziirich by a city council
strongly influenced by Zwingli. Relics and images were abol
ished; all paintings and decorations were removed from the
churches and replaced by whitewashed walls. The Mass was re-
placed by a new liturgy consisting of Scripture reading, prayer,
and sermons. Monasticism, pilgrimages, the veneration of
saints, clerical celibacy, and the pope’s authority were all abol-
ished as remnants of papal Christianity.

As his movement began to spread to other cities in Swit-
zerland, Zwingli sought an alliance with Martin Luther and
the German reformers. Although both the German and the
Swiss reformers realized the need for unity to defend against
the opposition of the Catholic authorities, they were unable to
agree on the interpretation of the Lord’s Supper, the sacrament
of Communion (see Opposing Viewpoints ‘A Reformation
Debate: Conflict at Marburg”). Zwingli believed that the scrip-
tural words “This is my body, this is my blood” should be
taken figuratively, not literally, and refused to accept Luther’s
insistence on the real presence of the body and blood of Je
sus “in, with, and under the bread and wine.” In October 1531,
war erupted between the Swiss Protestant and Catholic states.
Ziirich’s army was routed, and Zwingli was found wounded on
the battlefield. His enemies killed him, cut up his body, burned
the pieces, and scattered the ashes. The leadership of Swiss
Protestantism now passed to John Calvin, the systematic theo-
logian and organizer of the Protestant movement.

Calvin and Calvinism John Calvin (1509-1564) was educated
in his native France, but after converting to Protestantism,
he was forced to flee to the safety of Switzerland. In 1536,
he published the first edition of the Institutes of the Christian
Religion, a masterful synthesis of Protestant thought that im
mediately secured his reputation as one of the new leaders of
Protestantism.
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John Calvin. After a conversion experience, John Calvin abandoned
his life as a humanist and became a reformer. In 1536, Calvin
began working to reform the city of Geneva, where he remained until
his death in 1564. This is a seventeenth-century portrait of Calvin
done by a member of the Swiss school.

On most important doctrines, Calvin stood very close to
Luther. He adhered to the doctrine of justification by faith
alone to explain how humans achieved salvation. But Calvin
also placed much emphasis on the absolute sovereignty or all-

powerful nature of God—what Calvin called the “power, grace,
and glory of God.” One of the ideas derived from his emphasis

on the absolute sovereignty of God—predestination—gave a
unique cast to Calvin’s teachings. This “eternal decree,” as Cal-
vin called it, meant that God had predestined some people to
be saved (the elect) and others to be damned (the reprobate).
According to Calvin, “He has once for all determined, both
whom He would admit to salvation, and whom He would
condemn to destruction.”” Although Calvin stressed that there
could be no absolute certainty of salvation, his followers did
not always make this distinction. The practical psychological ef-
an unshakable

fect of predestination was to give later Calvinist:
conviction that they were doing God's work on earth, making
Calvinism a dynamic and activist faith

In 1536, Calvin began working to reform the city of Geneva.
He was able to fashion a tightly organized church order that



