
Wayne E. Sirmon

HI 102 – Western Civilization

Western 

Civilization

since 1500



History 102

Western Civilization from 1500

April 7 Online Quiz Chapter 27a

April 14 Online Quiz Chapter 27b

April 18 Article 4 Approved (if needed)

April 21 Online Quiz Chapters 28 & 29

April 25 Article Review 4 (if needed)

May 2 Final EXAM (chapters 27-29)



World War II     or     A World full of Wars

War in the Modern World
Theodore Ropp, 1962

“A brilliant survey of the history of 

warfare from 1415 to 1958”

WWII consisted of 4 related major wars:

1. Second German War
(Western Front & Africa)

2. Great Patriotic War
(Eastern Front – USSR)

3. Great Pacific War

(Japan vs USA)

4. War for East Asia
(China-Burma-India, Indonesia)
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Chinese Death Toll

1.48 million soldiers 

9.13 million civilians who died in the crossfire

8.4 million as non-military deaths. 

At least 2.7 million civilians died during the "kill all, loot all, burn 

all" operation (Three Alls Policy) authorized on December 3, 1941

In addition, the war created 95 million refugees.

Japanese Deaths

Between 700,000 to 1.2 million military deaths

280,000 to 570,000 collaborators 
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Lebenstraum - Living Room

The global economic area could not exist without the German market

the German economic area 

has 2 1/2 as many consumers 

as France or England



The years of German expansion

1935

Saar plebiscite (Nazi over Bolshevism)

1936

Rhineland remilitarization

1938

Anschluss
annexation of Austria

Sudetenland

Czechoslovakia



The Munich Agreement

September 29, 1938

Britain’s Neville Chamberlain

Germany’s Adolf Hitler

…peace with honour. I believe it is peace 

for our time. Now I recommend you go 

home, and sleep quietly in your beds. 

"Oh, don't take it so seriously. That piece 

of paper is of no further significance 

whatever."

Our enemies are small worms. I saw them at Munich.

-- Hitler, August 1939



Poland and the Hitler-Stalin Pact

Treaty of Non-Aggression 

between Germany and the 

Soviet Union was signed in 

Moscow in the early hours of 

24 August 1939.



Poland and the Hitler-Stalin Pact

Treaty of Non-Aggression 

between Germany and the 

Soviet Union was signed in 

Moscow in the early hours of 

24 August 1939.



Gliwice Poland Incident
Aug. 31 False-flag 

Sept. 1 German invasion

Sept. 18 USSR invasion





“EASY” VICTORY IN POLAND

1-30 SEPTEMBER 1939

Losses:
German

17,300 KIA

3,500 MIA

30,300 WIA

236 tanks/800 vehicles

400 Aircraft shot down 

/badly damaged

USSR

1,500 KIA

1,600 MIA

2,300 WIA

Poland 

66,000 KIA

134,000 WIA

700,000 POW





September-November 1939
1 SEP Germany invades Poland

Norway and Switzerland declare their neutrality

3 SEP UK, Australia, India, New Zealand & France declare war on Germany

4 SEP Dominion of Newfoundland declares war on Germany

Japan announces its neutrality

5 SEP United States publicly declares neutrality

6 SEP South Africa declares war on Germany

10 SEP Canada declares war on Germany

17 SEP Soviet Union invades Poland from the east

28 SEP German-Soviet Boundary and Friendship Treaty

(partition of Poland originally defined in Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact (August 23, 1939)

10 OCT British Prime Minister Chamberlain declines Hitler's offer of peace

12 OCT French Premier Édouard Daladier declines Hitler's offer of peace

30 NOV The Soviet Union attacks Finland – the “Winter War”





COMPARISON OF FORCES
MAY 1940
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“EASY” GERMAN VICTORY OVER FRANCE
10 MAY- 22 JUNE 1940

Losses:
German

30,000 KIA

133,000 WIA

French

90,000 KIA

200,000 WIA

1.9 Million POW

British

4,206 KIA

16,815 WIA

47,959 POW





Battle of Britain


