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Roman World Empire



HI-101     Western Civilization I

Sept. 22 On-Line Quiz Ch. 7

Sept. 26 “Brain Busters” – No Class

Article Two Approval 

(Don’t wait until the last minute-hour-day)

Oct. 3 Article Review Two DUE

Oct. 5 On-Line Quiz Ch. 8

Oct. 8 Exam Two (Ch. 6-8A)

Oct. 20 Rev. Dr. Paul W. Chilcote,

Dauphin Way United Methodist Church

1507 Dauphin Street – 7:00 pm

Oct. 21 Proof of Voter Registration



HI-101     Western Civilization I

October 17-20

7:00 pm & 3:00 pm Sunday

Lonnie & Lynne Burnett Event Center



Many Emperors
Augustus (27 BC–14 AD

Caligula (37–41)

Claudius (41–54)

Nero (54–68)
Galba (68–69)

Otho (January–April 69)

Aulus Vitellius (July–December 69)

Vespasian (69–79)

Titus (79–81)

Domitian (81–96)

Nerva (96–98)

Trajan (98–117)

Hadrian (117–138)

Antoninus Pius (138–161)

Marcus Aurelius (161–180)
Lucius Verus (161–169)

Commodus (177–192)

Publius Helvius Pertinax (Jan.–Mar 193)

Marcus Didius Severus Julianus (Mar–Jun 193)

Septimius Severus (193–211)

Caracalla (198–217)

Publius Septimius Geta (209–211)

Macrinus (217–218)

Elagabalus (218–222)

Severus Alexander (222–235)

Maximinus (235–238)

Gordian I (March–April 238)

Gordian II (March–April 238)

Pupienus Maximus (April 22–July 29, 238)

Balbinus (April 22–July 29, 238)

Gordian III (238–244)

Philip (244–249)

Decius (249–251)

Hostilian (251)

Gallus (251–253)

Aemilian (253)

Valerian (253–260)

Gallienus (253–268)

Claudius II Gothicus (268–270)

Quintillus (270)

Aurelian (270–275)

Tacitus (275–276)

Florian (June–September 276)

Probus (276–282)

Carus (282–283)

Numerian (283–284)

Carinus (283–285)



Many Emperors… but wait, there’s more
Diocletian (east, 284–305; 

divided the empire into east and west)

Maximian (west, 286–305)

Constantius I (west, 305–306)

Galerius (east, 305–311)

Severus (west, 306–307)

Maxentius (west, 306–312)

Constantine I (306–337; 

reunified the empire)

Galerius Valerius Maximinus (310–313)

Licinius (308–324)

Constantine II (337–340)

Constantius II (337–361)

Constans I (337–350)

Gallus Caesar (351–354)

Julian (361–363)

Jovian (363–364)

Valentinian I (west, 364–375)

Valens (east, 364–378)

Gratian (west, 367–383; coemperor with Valentinian I)

Valentinian II (375–392; crowned as child)

Theodosius I (east, 379–392; east and west, 392–395)

Arcadius (east, 383–395, coemperor; 395–402, sole emperor)

Magnus Maximus (west, 383–388)

Honorius (west, 393–395, coemperor; 395–423, sole emperor)

Theodosius II (east, 408–450)

Constantius III (west, 421, coemperor)

Valentinian III (west, 425–455)

Marcian (east, 450–457)

Petronius Maximus (west, March 17–May 31, 455)

Avitus (west, 455–456)

Majorian (west, 457–461)

Libius Severus (west, 461–465)

Anthemius (west, 467–472)

Olybrius (west, April–November 472)

Glycerius (west, 473–474)

Julius Nepos (west, 474–475)

Romulus Augustulus (west, 475–476)



Crises in the Third Century

Natural Catastrophes

floods

famine

plague (165-180)



End of the Western Empire



206 - Emperor Qin - Great 

Wall of China

376 - Visigoths clash with 

Huns and seek Roman 

protection

410 - Visigoths sack Rome

Angles, Saxons and Jutes 

attack Briton

455 - Vandals sack Rome

End of the Western Empire



End of the Western Empire



The Late Roman Empire

Diocletian (r. 284 – 305)

(wife and daughter – Christians)

Successful army officer – “seeker of 

victory rather than glory”

Served with future emperor Carus.

When Carus killed, left empire to sons. 

When one died, Diocletian took his 

place. When other son died in battle, 

Diocletian becomes Emperor.



The Late Roman Empire



The Late Roman Empire

Increased the 

provinces from 

~50 to ~100.

Provinces grouped into 12 dioceses (Administrative 

Districts) led by a vicar. (substitute)



The Late Roman Empire



The Late Roman Empire

Tetrarchy

(Tetra = 4)

(285 – 305) – 20 years



The Late Roman Empire

Tetrarchy

(305– 306)   - 1 year



The Late Roman Empire

Tetrarchy

(306– 307)   - 1 year



The Late Roman Empire

Tetrarchy

(306– 307)   - 1 year



Persecution of 

Christians 

Nero (64 AD) to Diocletian (305 AD)

Persecution – 129 years

Toleration – 120 years

From persecution to sponsorship 



From persecution to sponsorship 

312 - Battle at Milvian Bridge

313 - Edict of Milan

325 - Council of Nicaea



From persecution to sponsorship 

312 - Battle at 

Milvian Bridge



From persecution to sponsorship 

312 - Battle at 

Milvian Bridge



From persecution to sponsorship 

312 - Battle at Milvian Bridge

313 - Edict of Milan

325 - Council of Nicaea



313 – Edict of Milan

Christians allowed to follow the faith 

without oppression

return of confiscated Church property

Protects all religions from persecution

From persecution to sponsorship 



Donatists

(ex opere operato)

From persecution to sponsorship 

303 – traditores

313 – Donatists vs Rome

St. Augustine argues “ex opere operato” –

from the work having been worked



Donatists

(ex opere operato)

From persecution to sponsorship 



From persecution to sponsorship 

312 - Battle at Milvian Bridge

313 - Edict of Milan

325 - Council of Nicaea



311 – Arianism

(Jesus created by God the Father)

“Once the Son did  not exist”

325 - Council of Nicaea

“of one substance with the Father”

From persecution to sponsorship 

Trinitarian



The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father 

Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

and of all things visible and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only 

begotten Son of God, begotten of his 

Father before all worlds, God of God, 

Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father; by whom all 

things were made; who for us men and 

for our salvation came down from 

heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy 

Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made 

man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was 

buried; and the third day he rose again 

according to the Scriptures, and ascended 

into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand 

of the Father; 

and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both 

the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have 

no end. And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, 

and Giver of Live, who proceedeth from the 

Father [and the Son]; who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshipped and glorified; who 

spake by the Prophets. And I believe one holy 

Catholic and Apostolic Church; I acknowledge 

one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look 

for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. AMEN. 



Diocletian 
Western and Eastern Empires – 293 AD

Constantine
“In Hoc Signo Vinces” – 312 AD

Constantinople – 330 AD
(Byzantium ~ 670 BC)

(Nova Roma)

(Istanbul – 1930)

Survival of the Eastern Empire



Larger Christian population

Wealth

Trade Routes

Survival of the Eastern Empire



A New Religion

No temples

holy places

priests

sacrifices

oracles

visible gods

initiations

pilgrimages
Christianity



“Paulism” 

Writer

Traveler

Not just a 

Jewish Cult 

St. Paul of Tarsus
(~ 5 – 67 AD)



Symbols 

The Fish
Iesous Christos Theou Yips Soter

(Jesus Christ, Son of God Savior)

Chi Rho
Christos

(first letters in Christ)

IHS
iota-eta-sigma

(first 3 letters in Greek “Jesus”)

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=christian+symbols&start=95&hl=en&safe=off&sa=X&biw=1080&bih=605&addh=36&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=vlZ9HWzD9UpbwM:&imgrefurl=http://jesus-stories.org/products/symbols/symbols.html&docid=vgxPaGlu4j57NM&imgurl=http://jesus-stories.org/products/symbols/images/symbols/ihs.gif&w=424&h=410&ei=a71jUIL3LMeGyQGt3IGYBQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=439&vpy=66&dur=1923&hovh=221&hovw=228&tx=118&ty=136&sig=109335074148405101872&page=5&tbnh=132&tbnw=158&ndsp=24&ved=1t:429,r:8,s:95,i:31
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=christian+symbols&start=95&hl=en&safe=off&sa=X&biw=1080&bih=605&addh=36&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=vlZ9HWzD9UpbwM:&imgrefurl=http://jesus-stories.org/products/symbols/symbols.html&docid=vgxPaGlu4j57NM&imgurl=http://jesus-stories.org/products/symbols/images/symbols/ihs.gif&w=424&h=410&ei=a71jUIL3LMeGyQGt3IGYBQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=439&vpy=66&dur=1923&hovh=221&hovw=228&tx=118&ty=136&sig=109335074148405101872&page=5&tbnh=132&tbnw=158&ndsp=24&ved=1t:429,r:8,s:95,i:31
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=early+christian+symbols&hl=en&safe=off&sa=X&biw=1080&bih=605&tbs=ic:gray&tbm=isch&tbnid=GvA32z8TUSlCEM:&imgrefurl=http://www.aidanorthodox.co.uk/Theology/filioque.htm&docid=rEKW_DhPY0dgtM&imgurl=http://www.aidanorthodox.co.uk/images/dove.gif&w=328&h=389&ei=171jUJzXCqaUywHFqoDwCw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=841&vpy=122&dur=682&hovh=133&hovw=112&tx=169&ty=129&sig=109335074148405101872&page=3&tbnh=130&tbnw=110&start=36&ndsp=24&ved=1t:429,r:17,s:36,i:299
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=early+christian+symbols&hl=en&safe=off&sa=X&biw=1080&bih=605&tbs=ic:gray&tbm=isch&tbnid=GvA32z8TUSlCEM:&imgrefurl=http://www.aidanorthodox.co.uk/Theology/filioque.htm&docid=rEKW_DhPY0dgtM&imgurl=http://www.aidanorthodox.co.uk/images/dove.gif&w=328&h=389&ei=171jUJzXCqaUywHFqoDwCw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=841&vpy=122&dur=682&hovh=133&hovw=112&tx=169&ty=129&sig=109335074148405101872&page=3&tbnh=130&tbnw=110&start=36&ndsp=24&ved=1t:429,r:17,s:36,i:299
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=early+christian+symbols&start=84&hl=en&safe=off&sa=X&biw=1080&bih=605&addh=36&tbs=ic:gray&tbm=isch&tbnid=pwHR4WfjdHhkeM:&imgrefurl=http://www.firstplymouth.org/htmlFiles/aboutUs/artistry.html&docid=l_r8ghuoP1pOiM&imgurl=http://www.firstplymouth.org/images/contentPics/Symbol01.gif&w=100&h=104&ei=571jUNfIKcOryQGPnYDAAw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=490&vpy=391&dur=14&hovh=84&hovw=81&tx=92&ty=62&sig=109335074148405101872&page=5&tbnh=83&tbnw=80&ndsp=24&ved=1t:429,r:14,s:84,i:50
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=early+christian+symbols&start=84&hl=en&safe=off&sa=X&biw=1080&bih=605&addh=36&tbs=ic:gray&tbm=isch&tbnid=pwHR4WfjdHhkeM:&imgrefurl=http://www.firstplymouth.org/htmlFiles/aboutUs/artistry.html&docid=l_r8ghuoP1pOiM&imgurl=http://www.firstplymouth.org/images/contentPics/Symbol01.gif&w=100&h=104&ei=571jUNfIKcOryQGPnYDAAw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=490&vpy=391&dur=14&hovh=84&hovw=81&tx=92&ty=62&sig=109335074148405101872&page=5&tbnh=83&tbnw=80&ndsp=24&ved=1t:429,r:14,s:84,i:50
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=christian+cross+designs+russian&start=125&hl=en&safe=off&biw=1080&bih=605&addh=36&tbs=ic:gray&tbm=isch&tbnid=5Im1T_85YUnOtM:&imgrefurl=http://www.unmercenary.com/qatext.html&docid=Vukqracc-HMiKM&imgurl=http://www.unmercenary.com/graphics/cross.gif&w=230&h=290&ei=J79jUIzUN6bs2gXW2YHwCA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=311&vpy=77&dur=3858&hovh=232&hovw=184&tx=94&ty=132&sig=109335074148405101872&page=6&tbnh=137&tbnw=109&ndsp=25&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:125,i:172
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=christian+cross+designs+russian&start=125&hl=en&safe=off&biw=1080&bih=605&addh=36&tbs=ic:gray&tbm=isch&tbnid=5Im1T_85YUnOtM:&imgrefurl=http://www.unmercenary.com/qatext.html&docid=Vukqracc-HMiKM&imgurl=http://www.unmercenary.com/graphics/cross.gif&w=230&h=290&ei=J79jUIzUN6bs2gXW2YHwCA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=311&vpy=77&dur=3858&hovh=232&hovw=184&tx=94&ty=132&sig=109335074148405101872&page=6&tbnh=137&tbnw=109&ndsp=25&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:125,i:172


Next Up…               Late Antiquity and the 

Emergence of the Medieval World 


